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Tttrkoy rejects 9-party talks on Cyprus 

* — Turkey oo Sunday rejected as "noi serious" 
* fof m iw-pany talks aimed at solving the Cyprus dispute, saying 

it would msst on in own terms for a settlement. Foreign Ministry 
Spotoman Murat Sungar was respo n ding to an idea launched Saturday 
by dwpobqNnalwsg Greek Cypriot National Council after a meeting 
^ainrri by visiting Greek Premier Constantine Mi Uotakn The ronwr»i 
railed on U.N. Secretary-General Javier Pere* de CWUar to convene a 
Cyprus conference in which the five permanent members of the Security 
C^ aDC u w United Stal e s . Soviet Union, Britain, France and ChifM — 
would participate. Earlier Turkish President Turgut Ozal called for 
uc gptia &oni between “high-level representatives'’ of Greece, Turkey. 
Cypres and the breakaway Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. Sungar 
Charged that the Greek Cypriot proposals overlooked the need lor a 
setnemem based on the equality of Turkish and Greek Cypriots, 
reinforced the Greek Cypriot gov ern m eat’s claim to represent all Cyprus 
and sought to derail Turkey’s call for four-party talks. 
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Jordan Times 

KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES 
IN COOPERATION WITH 
CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

announces the operation of two weekly flights on 
Wednesday and Friday between Amman and 
Amsterdam effective June 26th, 1991 
Same day connections to major European. North 
American and Latin American destinations. 

For more Information call your travel agent or KLM at 
622175 / 622176 / 655267 / 655268 

An independent Arab political daily published by the Jordan Press Foundation 
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National Congress 

King: Charter opens 
door for pluralism; 
guards people against 
one-party despotism 



By Nermeea Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein inaugurated multi-party 
politics in the Kingdom Sunday 
but warned that no single party 
can claim to posess the truth and 
that pluralism is the only guaran- 
tee against ail forms of dicta- 
torship “particularly despotism 
by the one-party.” 

The King also warned against 
the misinterpretation of democra- 
cy. “Democracy must not be mis- 
taken for irresponsible freedom,” 
he said. “It is not a license for 
libel and defamation. It is not a 
license to cross the demarcation 
tines seperating authorities. It is 
not a silk doak under which to 
conceal poisoned daggers. It is 
not an invitation for each of the 
authorities to set traps for the 
other at the expense of the public 
good, instead of cooperating to 
promote iL It » not an umbrella 
for terrorising the minds of 
others. It is not the means for the 


despotism of a majority against a 
minority. That would lead to 
anarchy which would kill demo- 
cracy and bring about tbe ruina- 
tion of the land and the people." 

In two speeches at the Jorda- 
nian National Congress confer- 
ence, convened to endorse the 
National Charter, the King laid 
out the ground rules for the laun- 
ching of democratic reform. He 
stressed the need to utilise the 
spirit of democracy to continue 
the dialogue and focus attention 
on the challenges faring the coun- 
try, especially those of poverty 
and unemployment. 

The King said that the two 
most pressing and painful prob- 
lems faring tbe Kingdom now are 
poverty and unemployment 
which he said were exacerbated 
by the third wave of mass immig- 
rants in less than forty years. 

He was referring to the influx 
of over 300,000 Jordanians from 
tbe Gulf states including Kuwait 

(Continued oo page 3) 



National Charter 

2,000 delegates bless 
National Charter 


Bv a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Jordan Sunday en- 
tered a new political and social 
era with the endorsement of the 
National Charter by more than 
2,000 prominent personalities 
representing Jordanians of all 
walks of life. The charter, pre- 
sented to the people at a cere- 
mony held at the Palace of Cul- 
ture. and addressed by His 


Majesty King Hussein, aims ro 
develop popular participation 
and the exercise of political plur- 
alism in the Kingdom, according 
to Mr. Ahmad Obeidat. the 
chairman of the 60-member 
Royal Commission for drafting 
the charter. 

The birth of the charter was 
proclaimed with unanimous vote 

(Continued on page 5) 

Obetdat’s full speech on page 5) 


Badran congratulates King 


His Majesty King Hussein addresses the Jordanian National 
Congress convened Sunday at the Palace of Culture to endorse tbe 


National Charter. Sealed behind the King are tbe 60-member 
commission that drafted the Charter (photo by Yousef A! ‘Allan) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran Sunday 
congratulated His Majesty King 
Hussein on the endorsement of 
the National Charter. In his 
cable, Mr. Badran said the unani- 
mous endorsement of the charter 
demonstrated the unity of the 
Jordanian people and their rally 
behind the “inspired Hashemite 
leadership." 

This unanimous popular bles- 
sing of the National Charter is a 
genuine starting point for a new 
phase where the democratic 
approach, which you charted as a 
wide road for the people and the 
country, and an irrevocable free 
selection, will be enhanced," 
Badran said. 


He noted that he endorsement 
of the charter coincided with Jor- 
dan’s celebration of its national 
days. 

These country-wide celebra- 
tions stress Jordan's allegiance to 
the message and principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt and the King- 
dom's resolve and determination 
to safeguard its independence, 
achievements and its wise Hashe- 
mite leadership, Badran said. 

He added that the King's direc- 
tives to the national congress on 
the charier were a source of 
inspiration, guiding the steps of 
the Jordanian march, and laying 
the foundations of democracy, 
freedom, justice and domination 
of the law. 
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Western 

envoys 

end 

Lebanon 

» 

isolation 

BEIRUT (R) — Western envoys 
arrived in Beirut Sunday for talks 
on hostages and reconstruction, 
coding the isolation of the civil 
war years when Europeans 
walked the city’s streets at their 
peril. 

“It is a great o pportunit y to 
emphasise Britain’s support of 
the Lebanese government’s reas- 
serting control of tbe integrity of 
this country,” British Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
said at the airport 
Hogg told reporte r s be also 
wanted to express London’s 
.strong desire for an early release 
of all the 12 western hostages 
missing in Lebanon, in particular 
three Britons. 

“I don’t want to arouse any 
false expectation of an early re- 
lease but I shall be doing all that I 
can to assist,” be said. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
British embassy was trying to 
ar range for Hogg to meet Sheikh 
Mohammed Hussein Fadtolla h , 
the spiritual leader of tbe pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God) 
winch is believed to be an 
umbrella for the kidnap groups. 

Hussein Musawi, Hizbollah 
secretary-general, said Saturday 
tbe western hostages in Lebanon 
would not be released until Israel 
freed. Palestinian and Lebanese 

prisoners. 

Fanner Italian Prime Minister 
Bettino Craxi, an adviser to U.N- 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, landed 90 minutes 
after Hogg but made no state- 
ment to reporters at the airport. 

Graori is the bt^test-ranldDg 
U.N. representative to come 
onre the government declared an 
end to 16 years of civil war last 
December and started spreading 
its autho rity over Lebanon. 

Diplomatic sources said Cm 
would inspect war destruction 
during his two-day visit and dis- 
cuss how the international com- 
munity could help Lebanon re- 
build its iufr&trecturc- 

Tfce Lebanese government esti- 
mates war damage at between 

S 15 and $25 baKon. It wants up to 

$2 billion in kmg-tenn loans as a 
start to finance reconstruction. 

With Lebanon’s foreign minis^ 
ter abroad, Hogg was wecjoaied 
on arrival by Economy and Trade 
Minister Marwan Hamath- 

. (Cnettmed on page 3) 


Israeli settlers attack Husseins 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Dozens of angry Jewish 
settlers assaulted Palestinian 
leader Faisal Husseini Sunday 
outside a Jerusalem court where a . 
hearing was held for a fellow 
settler held for (rifling an Arab 
shepherd. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, the 
body of an Arab was found stab- 
bed to death in Rafah after being 
kidnapped by Palestinian activ- 
ists, Arab reporters said. 

Tbe killing came as Palesti- 
nians observed a general strike to 
mark tbe start of the 43rd month 
of their uprising against Israeli 
occupation of Arab territories. 

Shops remained dosed and 
public transportation came to a 
bait. But despite the strike, some 
17,000 Arab labourers from the 
Gaza Strip went to their jobs in 
Israel, army radio said. 

Outside the Jerusalem court, 
some 30 settlers, including mem- 
bers of tbe anti- Arab Kadb Party, 
assaulted the 50-year-old Hus- 


seini, a pro-PLO activist who has 
been mentioned as a possible 
negotiator with Israel. 

“They started running after 
me, trying to hit me,” Husseini 
told Israel Radio. “Fortunately I 
.managed to get from there with- 
out being hurt.” 

Photographers said the mob 
cursed him, spat on him, tried to 
strike him and threw stones at his 
car. 

“You’ll never get a Palestine,” 
the crowd yelled at Husseini as 
his two aides ushered him into his 
car. Husseini was seen wiping 
spittle from his face with hand- 
kerchief, Israel Radio said. 

Police did not intervene, and a 
police spokeswoman said the inci- 
dent developed and was over 
before officers could take action. 
However , witnesses reported 
some police stood by as tbe mob 
attacked. 

Husseini, who met with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
during his trips here, was at the 


Fahd ends Kuwait visit 


KUWAIT (R) — King Fabd of 
Saudi Arabia visited Kuwait on 
Sunday for tbe first time since the 
emirate was freed from Iraqi 
dutches. 

His talks with tbe emir during a 
four-hour stay were believed to 
have centred on slow progress 
towards a Gulf defence force to 
deter future atta c k. 

King Fahd went straight from 
the airport to the palace of 
Sheikh Jaber A 1 Ahmad A I 
Sabah for their first direct talks 
since they mapped out their vi- 
sion of die region during the 
emir’s Gulf crisis exile in die 
Saudi resort of Taif. 

The Saudi Press Agency said 
the two rulers conversed by them- 
selves, without the usual delega- 
tions on hand. There was no 
official comment on the talks 
from either ride. 

It was thought to be the king’s 
first bilateral visit to Kuwait 
although be has visited the coun- 
try before to attend meetings of 
the Organisation of die I sla m i c 
Conference. 

“Kuwaitis and Saudis shed 
their blood ride by ride in die 
battle of honour for the liberation 
of Kuwait,” Kuwait's Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sand A 1 Abdallah 
A1 Sabah said of tbe visit. 

Saudi Arabia called in U.S. 
troops after Iraqi forces con- 
quered Kuwait last Aug. 2. It 
played host to tbe 680,000-strong 
coalition force that drove Iraq 
from its setf-prodaimed 19th pro- 
vince at the end of February. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and their 
Gulf allies agreed in March to 
forge a joint defence force with 
its nucleus drawn from Egypt and 
Syria, which provided a total of 
55,000 troops for Operation De- 


sert Storm. 

Bat putting dm force into effect 
has been delayed because of re- 
gional rivalries — underlined last 
month by Egypt’s surprise 
announcement that it was order- 
ing the withdrawal of its troops 
from Kuwait. Syria also began 
pulling out its forces. 

Iran, neutral in the war, wants 
to be part of regional defence 
plans to contain what it sees as 
any future threat from its former 
foe Iraq. 

But the Tehran government 
opposes tbe presence of foreign 
troops in the region. The United 
States has said it wants to with- 
draw its few remaining troops but 
will maintain a regional presence 
at sea. 

Relations between revolution; 
ary Iran and conservative Saudi 
Arabia have warmed consider- 
ably following a landmark visit 
this month by tbe Saudi foreign 
minister. 

Cairo diplomats said last week 
that Egypt was upset about the 
absence of an invitation from 
Kuwait to maintain its forces 
there. Western diplomats said 
(fifferences over payment for the 
force could be one reason for the 
disagreement. 

Tbe Saudi defence minister. 
Prince Sultan, was in Cairo at the 
weekend for talks on Egypt's 
Guff security role. 

Kuwait has asked the United 
States and Britain to keep its 
troops in tbe area but both coun- 
tries have scaled down their pre- 
sence and say their job is done. 

There are about 5,000 U.S. 
troops in Kuwait and a similar 
number of British soldiers who 
are due to leave in a couple of 
months. 


police* station to be returned 
documents confiscated during an 
arrest earlier in the Palestinian 
uprising. 

The settlers spotted Husseini as 
they waited to hear the results of 
a Jerusalem magistrates court 
hearing for a 27-year-old compat- 
riot who was accused of killing a 
Palestinian shepherd in a dispute 
over sheep grazing at a Jewish 
settlement. 

The court ordered the Israeli, 
identified by Israel Radio as 
Baruch Yalin, jailed for 12 days 
while an investigation into foe 
slaying was canied out. 

The Israeli was arrested Friday 
after he shot several of the 55- 
year-old Palestinian's sheep, then 
opened fire on foe shepherd after 
he was attacked by other Arabs. 

In the Rafah slaying. Arab 
reporters identified the victim as 
Immad Shehadeh Rakhawi, 25, 
and said be was a suspected drug 
dealer. A group calling itself the 
“Black Panthers” took responsi- 
bility for foe killing. 

There has been a sharp rise in 
the number of Palestinians killed 
by their fellow Arabs in recent 
months, most as suspected col- 
laborators, drug dealers or prosti- 
tutes. 

At least 400 Arabs have been 
JtiJied by their bre there during 
foe uprising. Some 830 Palesti- 



nians have been slain by Israeli 
soldiers and civilians. 

The Palestinian leadership has 
repeatedly called for an end to 
the killings of alleged collabor- 
ators. The Arab press published 
editorials over foe weekend call- 
ing for a self-examination of the 
way the violence of the uprising 
has turned upon itself. 

Palestinians have complained 
about activists using the uprising 
as a cover for thefts and killings- 
The Israeli daily Yedioth Ahar- 
Onoth ran a front page photo of a 
public flogging over the weekend 
of an alleged thief in Nablus, foe 
West Bank’s largest city. 


Kuwait sets up panel 
to review court verdicts 


KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
government, apparently bowing 
to international pressure over foe 
conduct of Iraqi “collaboration” 
trials, has set up a panel to review 
all verdicts issued by a martial law 
court. 

The move was announced in 
the state-controlled newspaper 
A1 Fajr A1 Jadid (New Dawn) on 
Sunday, a day after foe court 
passed hs first death sentence 
since trials began three weeks ago 
of people charged with helping 
Iraqi occupation forces. 

The United States, which led 
an international coalition that en- 
ded Iraq's seven-month hold on 
Kuwait, has been, the most vocal 
of foe Western allies in express- 
ing concern about foe trials. 

Mankhi AJ Shammari, a state- 
less Arab resident of Kuwait, was 
sentenced to bang for joining 
Iraq's popular army, a reserve 
force deployed in foe emirate by 
Baghdad. 

He has no right of appeal under 
martial law but formation of the 
committee suggested his sentence 
would be reviewed. 

New Dawn quoted Justice 
Minister Ghazi Sammar as saying 
tbe panel was set up by foe 
martial law administrator. Sheikh 
Saad A! Abdulla Ai Sabah, who 
is crown prince and prime minis- 
ter. 


Until now. Sheikh Saad alone 
had the power to reduce or com- 
mute sentences handed down by 
courts composed of two military 
officers and foree judges. 

■■The martial law governor has 
Ordered the formation of an 
office of three legal counsels to 
study verdicts issued by the mar- 
tial law courts for approval to see 
if these courts have applied the 
law correctly.” Sammar was 
quoted as saying. 

Charges filed during martial 
law would revert to civil or state 
security offences when the excep- 
tional powers expired at the end 
of this month, the justice minister 
said. 

Sheikh Saad denounced torture 
and harassment of suspected col- 
laborators in May, saying such 
abuses tarnished Kuwait's human 
rights image among foe U.S. -led 
coalition countries that drove 
Iraq out of the emirate in a 
six-week war. 

U.S. Ambassador Edward 
Gnehm told Kuwaitis on Satur- 
day that foe world was watching 
their handling of human rights. 

“Kuwaitis must champion jus- 
tice and fairness for ail people in 
Kuwait in foe same way the entire 
world stood for those principles 
for Kuwaitis." he told the cham- 
ber of commerce. 


S hamir wants say on Palestinian delegation 

Israel reveals Bush 


compromise proposa 



TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Sunday that U.S. President 
George Bush asked Israel to 
freeze Jewish settlement in occu- 
pied areas in return for U.S. 
agreement to Israeli demands on 
proposed Middle East peace 
talks. 

Shamir said Israel wanted 
Palestinians represented within a 
Jordanian delegation to the talks, 
chosen by Jordan with an Israeli 
veto. 

Shamir gave no indication that 
he accepted foe proposals. 

“There is a statement in his 
(Bush's) telegram which says if 
we could offer freezing settle- 
ments perhaps there would not be 
a need for the things that you are 
not satisfied with," Shamir told 
reporters. 

**I don’t want to say exactly 
how the Palestinian part of the 
Jordanian delegation will be 
formed. It is clear th3t we are 
counting on Jordan ro form foe 
delegation but we must agree to 
foe Palestinian component," he 
added. 

The proposals were contained 
in a personal message from Bush 
to Shamir aimed at bridging dif- 
ferences between Israel and 
Arabs on a U.S. proposed peace 
conference. 

According to Shamir's remarks 
Bush indicated that in return for a 
halt settlement in captured Arab 
lands the U.S. could accept 
Israel’s opposition to any role for 
foe United Nations and to the 
reconvening of the conference 
after country-to-country talks be- 
tween Israel and Arab states. 

Tbe United States has said 
Israel's speedy expansion of Jew- 
ish settlements in occupied terri- 
tory is one of the biggest obsta- 
cles to convening peace talks. 

Syria, which the United States 
hopes to bring into the confer- 
ence. has insisted on a significant 
role for the U.N. and for a 
periodic reconvening of the full 
conference. 

Israel wants the initial meeting 
to break up into bilateral talks 
and not reconvene. 

Earlier both state-run Israel 
Radio and army radio said Sha- 
mir’s letter that last week turned 
down President Bush's appeal for 
Israel to drop demands on pro- 
cedural matters aslo said the Jew- 
ish state would insist on strict 
terms for Palestinian participa- 
tion. 

Israel would not attend a Mid- 
dle East peace conference until 
there was agreement on who 
would represent the Palestinians. 


they said. 

Shamir cited disagreement 
over the composition of the 
Palestinian delegation in refusing 
a year ago to enter talks prop- 
osed during foe last U.S. peace 
effort. 

The hardline Israeli leader has 
refused to accept any Palestinians 
from Arab East Jerusalem, which 
Israel says is now pan of Israel, 
or those living abroad. 

He has also questioned a role 
for those associated with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, which includes all well- 
known nationalists but is re- 
garded by Israel as bent on des- 
troying foe Jewish state. 

The nearly two million Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories, 
including East Jerusalem, staged 
a general strike Sunday to mark 
three-and-a-half years of revolt 
against Israeli control. 

Army radio said Bush had be- 
lieved there was general agree- 
ment on Palestinian representa- 
tion from foe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, but Shamir 
had rejected that as a warning 
against Washington quickly call- 
ing a peace conference. 

Israel confirmed Friday t«it 
Shamir’s letter rejected U.S. 
appeals for a minor United Na- 
tions role in the proposed talks 
and for the conference to recon- 
vene after six months of state-to- 
state talks to hear a progress 
report. 

Shamir's position was widely 


attacked by Israeli newspapers 
Sunday but government officials 
played down foe significance of 
his response to Bush. 

“We haven’t closed the door,” 
Foreign Minister David Levy said 
after a cabinet meeting. "We are 
continuing clarifications with foe 
United States and we will con- 
tinue this." 

“I hope that the dialogue with 
our friend will indicate to us 
progress also on the side of the 
Arab states.” he told reporters. 

Egypt warns Israel 

In Cairo, Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa said Sunday that 
Egypt is making contacts to push 
forward the Middle East peace 
process and remove obstacles 
holding up negotiations. 

Moussa indirectly warned 
Israel of the grave responsibility 
of purring up obstacles to block 
foe peace process. 

"I hope all parties start moving 
toward peace because the respon- 
sibility of stalling peace is grave 
and foe responsibility of failing 
proposed peace plans is very 
big," Moussa told reporters. 

"That is why Egypt is making 
contacts to discuss the obstacles. 
Egypt is malting contacts will all 
foe parties including the Palesti- 
nians.” Moussa said. 

Egypt and the PLO have been 
strained since they took opposite 
sides on Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


On the Occasion of the Anniversary of 
The Great Arab Revolt and Army Day 



ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 
BI5 MAJESTY KING MJSSETN 

and the Jordanian People 
felicitations and best wishes. 











BgBPPLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Si^ Israeli MPs to visit Egypt 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Six Labour Party members of 
-srael’s parliament will go to Egypt on Wednesday to discuss U.S. 
efforts to convene Middle Bast peace talks. Caucus leader Haim 
j Ramon said he and five others plan to meet foreign ministry 
officials and possibly Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. “We 
will hear their positions, what they have done on the peace 
process, and tell them ours.” Ramon told Reuters. Hie Likud 
Party of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir said the Labour MPs* 
trip would sabotage its current peace efforts. 

Israel television shows Syrian Jews praying 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israel television showed rare 
videotape on Saturday of Syrian Jews praying in a Damascus 
synagogue. It said about 3,000 Jews remained in Syria, an arch foe 
of Israel, and the Syrian government recently allowed representa- 
tives of international organisations to visit them. The videotape 
was shot by a reporter for the U.S. News and World Report. It 
showed men wearing the skullcaps of religious Jews praying in an 
ornate synagogue and a Jewish school where children studied 
religious texts in Hebrew. At least seven Syrian Jews were scrying 
jail sentences including two arrested recently with their families 
while trying to escape the country, the television said. 

Poll 89 per cent say U.S. should be proud of Desert Storm 

NEW YORK (R) — Amid parades for returning U.S. troops, a 
Time/CNN poll released on Saturday showed that a huge majority 
of Americans feel the United States should be proud of what was 
accomplished during the Gulf war. The telephone survey of 1,000 
adults conducted on June 4-5 for the news magazine and Cable 
News Network television found that 89 per cent of those polled 
felt the U.S. should be proud of what was accomplished. With 
Iraqi Leader Saddam Hussein still in power, the Kuwaiti 
monarchy apparently making no progress towards democratisa- 
tion and efforts to force Arab- Israeli peace meeting with 
frustration, victory in the Gulf may not have achieved ail that 
Americans had hoped for, die survey said. Still, the magazine 
said, 76 per cent of those questioned believe the war was worth 
fighting. The survey also showed that 68 per cent of those polled 
say Americans should be proud of what the United States has 
accomplished in the Middle East since die fighting ended. The 
poll, conducted by the Yankelovich Clancy Shulman organisa- 
tion, had a margin of error of three per cent. 

3CC information ministers take measures against Iraq 

NICOSIA (Rj — Gulf Arab states decided on Saturday to 
suspend Iraq's membership in all Gulf media institutions, Kuwait 
News Agency reported. It said information ministers of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council met in Kuwait to study 
post-Gulf war information strategy. KUNA, received in Cyprus, 
said a GCC information centre in Baghdad would be closed. 

Morth African, European ministers to meet in Libya today 

BENGHAZI, Libya (R) — Libya confirmed on Sunday that 
foreign ministers of the Maghreb states would hold a meeting with 
four EC foreign ministers in Tripoli on Monday. The Libyan 
News Agency JANA said the ministers would discuss ‘‘political 
. sr.d economic issues of common interest 1 ' and work on boosting 
! cooperation between countries in the region. The agency quoted a 
| foreign ministry spokesman as confirming the scheduled meeting 
; wiihlhe foreign ministers of France, Italy, Spain, Portugal. The 
Ma-tsse foreign minister would also take part in the talks. The 
five Maghreb states — Libya, Mauritania. Tunisia, Morocco and 
Algeria — are concerned about the impact on their economies of 
j the 1992 European Community plan for a single European 
market. The North African countries are heavily dependent on 
trade with the EC. There had been doubts the foreign ministers' 
meeting would take place after political upheaval in Algeria 
forced the cancellation of a weekend summit of Maghreb leaders 
in Benghazi. JANA quoted the foreign ministry source as saying 
four Maghreb foreign ministers would attend the meeting. 

names staff personnel director to VOA post 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush said he was 
nominating his White House personnel director, Charles Graves 
Untermeyer, to head the government’s Voice of America radio 
station. Untermeyer, whose exact title would be associate director 
of the U.S. information agency for broadcasting and director of 
the Voice of America, would replace Richard W. Carlson. Bosh 
also announced be was appointing Carlson as his ambassador to 
the Indian Ocean island state of Seychelles. Both positions must 
be confinned by the Senate. Untermeyer has served as White 
House personnel director since 1989. Before that he was assistant 
secretary of the navy for manpower and reserve affairs. 


International operation saves victims of famine 


Wati ¥ Street 
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/ SHEPHERD 

Amman’s Super DISCO 
Nightly except Friday 


By Dalfa Bafigh 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO, Egypt — An interna- 
tional relief operation has tem- 
porarily saved 11 million 
Sudanese who were potential 
victims of famine and drought 
this summer, a Western diplo- 
mat said Sunday. 

The diplomat, who is based 
in the Sudanese capital Khar- 
toum, said that better than 
average rainfall has been re- 
ported in western Sudan since 
May which means the two- 
year-old cyde of drought has 
probably ended and will not 
create new threats next year. 

“The message to send out 
now is that the international 
relief operation has saved lives 
and prevented many deaths 
already but that there are still 
problems,” the diplomat said. 
He spoke in a telephone inter- 
view from Khartoum on condi- 
tion he not be further identi- 


fied. 

He said the United States, 
Britain, European Community 
countries and other donors bad 
sent in 300,000 metric tonnes 
of relief aid to affected 
Sudanese, all but 50.000 which 
had actually been distributed 
to people who needed it. 
Another 200,000 metric tonnes 
have already been pledged. 

The United Nations bad 
warned that up to 11 million 
Sudanese were threatened by 
famine and drought and that 
Sudan faced a shortage of 1.3 
billion metric tonnes of relief 
food needed until the end of 
the year. They said that tens of 
thousands of deaths could be 
expected starting May. 

The famine and drought 
situation affecting almost the 
whole country was further 
complicated by the military 
government's initial refusal to 
acknowledge the crisis or to 
assist with an emergency relief 


Libya says to Britain: Let’s 
talk ‘like civilised people’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Libyan Foreign 
Minister Ibrahim Mohamed 
Besbari said on Sunday the Li- 
byans and the British should talk 
to one another “like civilised 
people.” 

He was commenting on Bri- 
tain's insistence that Libya should 
renounce terrorism and withdraw 
its alleged backing for the Irish 
Republican Army before there 
could be any suggestion of re- 
newed links between the two 
countries. 

“If the British, or others, have 
any doubts, why don't we sit at 
the table of negotiations like all 
the civilised people,” the Ubyan 
News Agency JANA quoted him 
as saying. 

“Why all this frantic campaign 
against Libya?” He asked. 

“We are a democratic country 
that calls for solving problems 
among nations through dialogue 

and without any pre-conditions 

the framework of... mutual re- 
spect,” JANA, received in Cyp- 
rus, quoted him as saying. 

A British Foreing Office 
spokesman on Satuiday said 
“there can be no unproved rela- 
tions between Britain and Libya 
until we have convincing evi- 
dence that the Libyans have re- 
nounced tbeir support for inter- 
national terrorism, including the 
IRA." 

Diplomatic ties between Tripo- 
li and London were broken in 
1984 after a policewoman was 
killed by a shot fired from the 
Libyan embassy during a de- 


monstration in the British capital. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said on Wednes- 
day Libya's connection with ter- 
rorism was “a fairly recent one 
and an overwhelmingly damaging 
one.” 

Britain's Observer newspaper 
on Sunday quoted Libya’s ambas- 
sador to the United Nations as 
saying his country had broken all 
links with the IRA, which is 
fighting to oust Britain from 
northern Ireland. 

“We have, as civilised people, 
always denounced terrorist acts, 
the holding of hostages and kid- 
nappings,” the paper quoted 
Ambassador Ali Treiki as saying. 

According to British police and 
court evidence, Libya supplied 
tonnes of virtually undetectable 
Czechoslovak-made Semtex ex- 
plosives and other arms to the 
IRA in the 1980s. 

The Observer said Libyan lead- 
er Muammar Qadbafi offered to 
give Britain details of Libyan 
arms shipments to Irish Republi- 
can guerrillas in an attempt to 
improve relations. 

Conservative member of par- 
liament Teddy Taylor returned to 
Britain from a 10-day trip to 
Libya last week carrying mes- 
sages for the British government 
from Beshari and other leaders. 

On Saturday Beshari said 
Libya had nothing to do with 
terrorism and assertions by Bri- 
tain to the contrary were “un- 
acceptable and illogical.” 


Iraq to normalise 
labour, political laws 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The Iraqi 
government has cancelled war- 
time labour laws and renewed 
pledges to open up the political 
system to greater freedoms, 
newspapers reported Sunday. 

The Revolutionary Command 
Council on Saturday lifted laws 
restricting the freedom of govern- 
ment workers imposed during the 
1980-88 war with Iran, according 
to Al-Thawra, the organ of the 
ruling Arab Baath Socialist Party. 

Meanwhile, the government 
daily Ai-Jumhuriya quoted Vice 
President Taha Yassin Ramadan 
as saying that die government 
would soon revise laws on politic- 
al parties and press freedom. 

President Saddam Hussein has 
vowed to liberalise Iraq’s author- 
itarian system to grant more poli- 
tical freedoms, a move begun 
with halting steps in 1989. 

Kurdish leaders negotiating an 
autonomous region in northern 
Iraq say President Saddam has 
agreed in principle to a multi- 
party democracy, a free press and 
an end to the automatic rule of 
the Baath Party. 

Hie council's decision on the 
labour laws put an end to de cree s 
issued in 1983 and 1984 which 


allowed officials to cancel over- 
time and night pay for state work- 
ers. 

It also lifted measures which 
imposed stiff punishment on state 
workers who abandoned their 
jobs and banned the resignation 
of those who bad less than 10 
years in government service. 

The laws affected much of the 
labour force. A large portion of 
the economy is under state con- 
trol in this socialist country. 

The wartime rules were im- 
posed to push economic output to 
the limits when the country freed 
the threat of invasion by Iran in 
the mid-1980s. The decrees were 
continued through the invasion of 
Kuwait last year and the subse- 
quent Gulf war. 

Because many government 
jobs pay only 150 to 200 dinars a 
month, many state workers were 
forced to take second or third 
jobs to make ends meet, especial- 
ly as inflation eroded the value of 
Iraq’s currency. A dinar is worth 
S3.2 officially, but less than 20 
cents on the black market. 

A kilogramme of meat costs 
about 10-15 dinars and a piece of 
flat bread half a dinar. 


operation. 

On May 30, Andrew S. Nat- 
sios, director of the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment’s Foreign Disaster 
Assistance Office, said that 
much more food is available in 
Sudan because large amounts 
of food were discovered being 
boarded by merchants waiting 
for shortages to push the prices 
up. 

This availability of the food 
allows Western donors to pay 
for it and distribute it to hun- 
gry people much quicker than 
shipping it into the country. 

World Food Programme 
spokesman Paul Mitchell said 
in Rome that in May, an aver- 
age of eight people were dying 
of hunger every day in Sodiri in 
North Kordofan, 400 
kilometres southwest of Khar- 
toum where tens of thousands 
of people had gathered in 
search of food. 


“There is no real data on 
mortalit rates caused by the 
famin e and drought. There 
have been some d e a ths but 
numbers are no worse than 
normal." said the diplomat 
who was unable to confirm 
Mitchell’s mortality figures. 

Eastern, western and south- 
ern Sudan were believed to be 
the worst famine stock areas. 
The diplomat said that relief 
food had reached almost all 
those areas and that relief 
flights for the sooth were start- 
ing ftgai" from Kenya and 
Uganda. 

“The main pockets of con- 
cern are okay for now,” he 
said. “It turned out to be a 
better logistical situation that 
we expected. But there are stffl 
major constraints. The weath- 
er, foe! and trucks remain in 
great shortage. The money 
supply." 

He said 2.500 metric tonnes 


of food were daily moving out 
of the country’s main Red Sea 
port. Port Sudan. 

The government has con- 
tinued to create bureaucratic 
problems for Western relief 
organisations working . in 
Sudan. Travel permits needed 
by all foreigners to travel out- 
ride of Khaztoum are not easSty 
obtainable, annual re- 
registration for the organisa- 
tions is delayed and they are 
given a very poor exchange 
rate of 4.5 Sudanese pounds to 
the dollar instead of the more 
favourable 12.10 pounds to the 
doBar. 

The famine in Sudan and 
across the Horn of Africa has 
been caused by the fai li n g of 
summer rains for two consecu- 
tive years. 

The diplomat said it had 
started raining in western 
Sedan in May. 

“Already it has rained there 


in flie past few weds more 
than it rained all of last year. 
Some people have started 
planting seeds for the next 
season,” the diplomat said. 

He said only about 30-40 per 
cent of the needed seeds were 
available in die west and that 
relief organisations were, send- 
ing in more seeds. However no; 
ram has been reported in the 
.east- hi sooth of Sudan. 

. The summer rams are not. 
always welcome. Traveller* to . 
Kordofan . in western Sudan 
- said the rains have meesed up 
the dirt roads and that trucks 
carrying relief food are bogged 
down in. the sand. 

“We bare to wait untQ.eariy 
July and get information about . 
rainfall afl over the country jd 
; see whether the- drought is . 
really oyer or jurt,” the West- - 
era diplomat said. “But a3 
tilings considered, the picture 
is a bit brighter.” • 


The Arabian Peninsula’s only 
brewery to stop making beer 


By Mariam Isa 
Reuter 

ADEN, Yemen — Islamic fun- 
damentalists are gaining ground 
in newly united Yemen and are 
forcing the Arabian Peninsula’s 
only brewery to stop making 
beer. 

Ah’ Noaman, manager of the 
Seera Beer Factory in Aden, told 
Reuters that during the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan this year 
the government-owned plant was 
told to switch to making non- 
alcoholic beverages as quickly as 
possible. 

He said the brewery, protected 
from angry fundamentalists by a 
high stone wall and several 
strands of barbed wire, would 
continue producing beer until in- 
gredients run out in July. 

But the order signals the end of 
an era for the formerly socialist 
south, which united with its larger 
and more traditional neighbour 
one year ago. 

In the Sbcular south, influenced 
by decades of British colonial rule 
and immigrants from Africa and 
India, Yemenis drink openly in 
hotel ban and seedy nightclubs. 


Most of tbe alcohol is brought 
by boat from Djibouti. 

In the tribal north, alcohol is 
banned in compliance with Isla- 
mic rules. But many northerners 
drink booze smuggled from the 
sooth or directly from Djibouti to 
the northern port of Hodeidah. 

Importers say former North 
Yemen was the biggest consumer 
of Johnny Walker Blade Label in 
the Arab World. Some of the 
whisky ..went to neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia, where alcohol is 
also banned. 

Now, northern fundamentalists 
are bribing bartenders in Aden to 
stop serving tbe forbidden brew. 
Some take the money and dose 
— only to re-open a couple of 
weeks later. 

Officials say there are no plans 
as yet to ban alcohol imports in 
Aden, a major world port which 
fell into neglect after Marxists 
took power in the wake of inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1967. 

But the government-owned 
Victory supermarket chain will 
stop selling liquor in July. Many 
people predict alcohol will even- 
tually be banned altogether. 

“The main reason the brewery 


will stop producing is a govern- 
ment concession to the Islamic 
fundamentalists, one- importer 
said. 

“But closing the brewery will 
not reduce drinking in Yemen, it 
will increase it,” he added.Im por- 
ters say another reason for the 
step was that northern alcohol 
smugglers — many from influen- 
tial families — were losing cus- 
tomers because it was so much 
cheaper to visit Aden and drink, 
there. Seera is one-tenth the price 
of smuggled beer in Sanaa. 

Business boomed at tbe brew- 
ery, which makes six million litres 
a year, after the merger between 
north and sooth Yemen. . 

Wealthier northerners began 
repladng southern customers, 
who were hit harder by Yemen’s 
economic recession. Clients 
would drive up to (he brewery’s 
iron gates — stzO plastered with 
socialist red stars — to buy crates 
or truckoads directly. 

Noaman said plans to convert 
the 10-year-old {riant to one that 
could produce non-alcoholic 
beer, mineral water and juices, 
would be costly. It would also 
deprive the merged government 


of more than ?65 milliinn riyab 
($22 mfllk m) of tax revenues a. 
year. 

Unless Noaman can find mar-, 
kets for tire non-alcoholic brew in 
neighbouring Saudi Arabia, he 
expects to lose money. But there 
is Kttle choice. . 

During Ramadan . which fell in 
April this year, the brewery tem-. 
porarfly stopped working to avert 
Muslim anger. Hus failed to pla- 
cate southern believers. 

Demonstrators march edfrom 
Friday prayers to the plant and 
one managed to dhhb over its 
dilapidated wall to try to set it 
ablaze. The army was called out 
to p revent major damage. 

Eckhardt Zitzmann, the plant’s 
German adviser, is philosophical 
about the change. 

. “You are in a country where 
alcohol is supposed to be forbid- 
den but the government owns a 
brewery," be said. 

Zitzmann, who managed a 
brewery in Iran prior to the 1979 
Islamic revolution, said the Aden 
plant would switdi to the same 
malt beverage still bong pro- 
duced by his old factory in 
Tehran. 


U.S. presses human rights 
message 100 days later 


By Andrew Hifl 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — Little more than 
100 days after it aid Kuwait of 
Iraqi troops, Washington is nsing 
its status as the Gulf war saviour 
to urge Kuwaitis to kick the 
legacy of human rights abuse left 
over from Iraq's occupation. 

With one eye on weekend 
memorial parades of Gulf veter- 
ans in Washington and New 
York, the U.S. ambassador to 
Kuwait urged the government to 
end torture of suspected collabor- 
ators. 

Suspects should be tried in 
court, he said. 

’To do otherwise will give Sad- 
dam Hussein a success of evil 
proportions,” Edward Gnehm 
said in a speech delivered to 
Kuwait’s businessmen but which 
was dearly aimed at its political 
leaders. 

“He sowed discontent, he 
fathered brutality and torture. He 
fostered divisions between 
brothers. You must not become a 
victim now of tbe poison brought 
to Kuwait.” 

Gnehm, speaking “very frank- 
ly but as a friend,” reminded the 
Kuwaiti leadership of its promise 
to speed democratic reform and 
revive a parliament which was 
dissolved in 1986. 

“We welcomed your govern- 
ment’s commitment last fail 
(October) to elections and par- 


liamentary life. We do so because 
we strongly support the broadest 
possible participation of people in 
making tbe decisions that will 
affect their future and their well 
being.” 

The ambassador, who returned 
to Kuwait 100 days ago was 
speaking a few hours before a 
martial law court sentenced a 
collaborator to death for tbe first 
time. 

It came a week after the emir 
announced the resurrection of a 
toothless assembly and that new 
elections would not be held for 
another 17 months. 

Washington has been out- 
spoken on both issues since lead- 
ing tbe 26-nation coalition that 
ended Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation of the emirate at the 
end of February. Kuwaiti opposi- 
tion activists have also conde- 
mned human rights abuse and 
want general elections now. 

The tough tone of Gnehm’s 
remarks was as unexpected as tbe 
forum — the Kuwaiti Chamber of 
Commerce — was surprising. 

It appeared to indicate that die 
United States will not lose sight 
of the goals of human rights 
observance and democracy as 
Operation Desert storm recedes 
into memory and public opinion 
focuses on domestic recession 
and other foreign issues. 

Washington media reports, 
quoting U.S. officials, said the 


state department has concluded 
that it cannot greatly affect 
knwait’s human rights policy or 
democratisation process and 
should quietly adopt a laissez- 
faire attitude, while monitoring 
both areas. 

Gnehm gave no such impress- 
ion in his speech. 

“Cleaiiy those individuals who 
broke Kuwaiti law and were par- 
ties to Iraqi criminal acts should 
be prosecuted fairly and folly 
■under the law. 

“But fee innocent should not 
become new victims,” he said, 
referring to allegations that some 
Palestinians and other non- 
Kuwaitis bad been persecuted by 
security forces or self-styled mili- 
tias because of FLO support for 
Baghdad through the Gulf crisis. 

“No matter how emotionally 
difficult it is, Kuwaitis must now 
champion justice and fairness for 
all people in Kuwait the same 
way as the entire world stood for 
those principles for kuwaitis,” be 
said. 

Kuwaiti officials said that a 
wave of revenge killings of 
Palestinians at the end of the war 
has now stopped although iso- 
lated cases of abduction and tor- 
ture may continue. 

They point out that such allega- 
tions axe made by foreign human 
rights groups allowed to operate 
freely in Kuwait and say the 
current collaboration trials are 


proof of their commitment to 
citizens rights. 

But rights activists say govern- 
ment strictures against torture, 
abduction and revenge have 
failed to eradicate abase and fear 
the remaining 200,000 strong 
Palestinian community has been 
alienated. 

They arc concerned about tbe 
conduct of die trials, a view 
echoed by the White House 
which last month voiced concern 
at tiie failure of the court to call 
witnesses and the reliance of the 
trials on confessions defence 
lawyers say were made under 
torture or duress. 

Lawyers defending 17 defen- 
dants — - eight Iraqis, seven 
Jordanians and two bedouns 
(stateless Arabs) — alleged in. 
s umming up on Saturday that aO 
their clients had confessed under 
torture. 

One, Bedoun Mankhi A1 
Sbammari, was sentenced to be 
hanged for joining Iraq’s popular 
army militia during the occupa- 
tion. He admitted die charge but 
said he joined only because of 
Iraqi threats to his family. 

Shammari bas no right of 
appeal. No date for the Hanging 
was set. Before tbe invasion the 
emir of Kuwait regularly com- 
muted death sentences— the last 
carried out was a gainst a Pakista- 
ni who murdered a bus driver in 
1990. 
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BaBetin suppBcd by tbe Department at 
Meteorology. 

Slight drop in temperatures w3) take 
[dace in the afternoon and winds wiD 
be northwesterly moderate to fr e sh - (a 

Aqaba, winds win he northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

MujVowz. Scrap. 
Amman 15/30 


Aqaba - 24/34 

Deserts 16/32 

JotdanVaDey 21/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 32, Aqaba 36. H umidi ty readings: 
Amman 27 per cent, Aqaba 24 per 
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HomeJMews 

QAF, UNICEF inspect 
living conditions in south 


AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba dis- 
trict Governor Quftan A l M&jali 
Sunday met in Wadi Araba with a 
joint team from Queen AHa Jor- 
dan Social Welfare Fund (QAF) 
and foe United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF). 

Tbe team is currently on a field 
visit in south Jordan to inspect 
tbe health and nutrition situation 
of children in the region, in pre- 
paration for launching a program- 
me, aimed at addressing mal- 
nutrition. 

Tbe progrmmae provides for 
offering special meals to children 
to protect them from early child- 
hood diseases, resulting from 


malnutrition^ 

■ Mr. Majali and the team mem- 
bers reviewed the health and 
educational situation in Wadi 
Araba and briefed them on the 
living conditions of people in the 
area. 

Meanwhile, the voluntary com- 
mittee of Princess Basina Social 
Development Centre, in coopera- 
tion with the Jordan Medical and 
pharmacists associations orga- 
nised a free medical day for Wadi 
Araba inhabitants. Patients call- 
ing at Princess Basma Centre 
received free treatment and 
drugs, donated by Aqaba district 
pharmacies and QAF. 


Dughmi returns after 
attending ILO meeting 


AMMAN (Petri) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Ai Dugh- 
mi returned home Sunday after 
taking part in the 78th session of 
the Internationa] Labour Orga- 
nisation's conference, held in 
Geneva. 

In an arrival statement, Mr. 
Dughmi, who headed the Jorda- 
nian delegation to die meetings 
said the Jordanian delegation had 
stressed the need for denouncing 
the Israeli oppressive measures 
against Palestinians and the dis- 
crimination policy Israel follows 
in die occupied Arab territories. 

He added that the Jordanian 
delegation had called for setting 
up a special fund to pay com- 


pensation to workers returning 
from Kuwait and other Gulf 
countries, and for increasing the 
allocations of the Regional Office 
for Arab stales. 

Mr. Dughmi said that the Arab 
delegations taking part in the 
Geneva meetings had held sever- 
al meetings to coordinate their 
stands vis-a-vis all issues on the 
meeting’s agenda. 

He also said that be had met, 
on the sidelines of the session, 
with Arab labour ministers 
attending the meetings and dis- 
cussed with them the Israeli prac- 
tices in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 


King: Charter opens 
door for pluralism 


(ConthiMd Awn Page 1) 

* and Iraq during tbe Gulf crisis. 

“The unbalance in the pyramid 
of the working force and type of 
employment needed has afro be- 
come more acute as a result of 
outdated social and cultural in- 
hibitions which are no longer 
compatible with the requirements 
of our time,” die King pointed 
out. 

“We shall not be saved, fnor 
. shall we gain anything by dosing 
our eyes to what is happening 
around ns, and bow it affeem ife.’ 
' ) We live in an age of science, and 
technology, and in a world of 
nmtnal’ interests. We live in the 
age of die quest for a better life, 
where human dignity and human 
rights are respected,” he said. 

But the ’strongest theme in the 
Eng’s speeches was the rejection 
of single party rule or the imposi- 
tion of foe mil of foe majority 
over foe minority.' 

“There is not a single party that 
can claim to posess truth. If such 
a party eristel, it would be tbe 
> enemy of the nation, of dialogue 
and of truth combined," the King 

said in the speech be delivered at 
■the opening of foe congress con- 
•ference. 

Referring to the prerequisites 
for real democracy, the King told 
foe 2,000 delegates to the con- 
gress that “truth, in a democratic 
state, is not monopolised by an 
individual nor by a group. Truth, 
ultimately, is foe product of a 
national dialogue leading to con- 
sensus.” 

“The framework of all this is 
freedom, which is foe basis of 
.j dialogue, foe basis of truth, and 
foe basis of democracy,” he said. 

In the second speech, the King 
said that the next natural step will 
be to complete the establishment 
of political pluralism in two 
stages: Amend the law cm the 
formation of political parties and 
to permit the formation of politic- 
al parties m accordance with tbe 
anticipated l eg islation.' 

“Pluralism is foe only guaran- 
tee against ail forms of dicta- 


ly despotism by the one-party,” 
foe King said in his first speebh. 

“We must work dflfigeotly to' 
benefit from our experience and 
that of others. We must remem- 
ber that despotism, isolationism, 
and social disharmony wOl only 
bring about more backw ardn ess, 
more irrationality, and more dila- 
pidation,” King Hussein reiter- 


ated in the second speech. 

The King also pointed to Jor- 
dan’s standing in the internation- 
al community in the aftermath of 
foe Golf wax and hi ghlig hted the 
need for the Kingdom to interact 
positively with the new world 
order. 

“There is not a angle state in 
the world, no matter bow big or 
powerful, that can live in isola- . 
.tion from tbe enfluence of other 
states,” foe King said. 

“We should remember that we, 
as members of the international 
community, have responsibilities 
over and above our national and 
pan Arab duties," he pointed 
out. 

"We must remember that it is 
only natural for a nation to have 
its own priorities according to its 
resources, size, demography and 
responsibilities. Just as others do 
not allow us to define their priori- 
ties for them we allow none to 
define ours,” foe King said. 

The ratification of the National 
Charter Sunday signals foe end of 
the national reconciliation pro- 
cess that begra a year ago. be- 
tween the different groups of 
political thinking in the country 
and ushers in a new era institu- 
tionalising democracy and trans- 
lating it into laws. 

The charter, as a document, is 
the culmination of nine months of 
delibrations among 60 Jordanian 
political activists, appointed by 
foe King, and entrusted to trans- 
late the different views of the 
public into general guidelines that 
would govern the different ele- 
ments of political, economic and 
social life in Jordan. 

It is also a contract between the 
politicians and the leadership on 
the basic rules which would en- 
sure a harmonious coexistence 

between the two sides. 

Analysts say that the King's 
speeches to the national congress 
were aimed at reiterating tbe. 
National Charter’s spirit which 
denies any political party total 
control of what the truth repre- 
sents and protects tbe freedom of 
the minorities and individuals in 
die Kingdom. 

In his second speech, the King* 
said that his assemenent of the 
. Kingdom's democratic experi- 
ment since the 1989 national elec- 
tions is that it was “m general, 
satisfactory,” and called for cor- 
recting “deviations until tbe ex- 
periment settles to its natural 
path and becomes and integral 
.part of our fives.” • 


Princess Sarvathattend* graduation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Sunday ' 
attended a ceremony held at foe Piaza Hotel for tbe graduation of , 
24 students from the American Com m unity School in Amman . } 
Among those present at foe ceremony were the students’ parents, 
foe U.S. ambassador and bis wife, and other invited guests. * 

Martyrs’ families rewarded 

AMMAN (Petra) — On the anniveisaiy of the Great Arab 
Revolt, which fails a© June 10, the Public Secnrny Department 
(KDVwffl distribute a gift of JD SO to 
fanoft es. The PSD, in a statement Saturday, invited the children 
of foe martyn to receive the gifts- 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Sunday tours a kindergarten opened by Al Zahra’a Welfare Society 

(Petra photo) 

Princess Basma opens 
kindergartens in Madaba 


MADABA (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Sunday 
opened two kindergartens in 
Jdaidah and Makawer villages, in 
Madaba district, and toured the 
various sections of the kindergar- 
tens. ' 

The kindergartens were set up 
by Al Zahra’a Welfare Society of 
Jabal Bani Hamideh. 

During a tour in the two vil- 
lages as well as Bailout village. 
Princess Basma called for inten- 
sifying governmental and non- 


governmental organisations’ 
efforts to promote children and 
women welfare, noting in this 
regard the importance of public 
participation in the development 
process. She also stressed the 
need for utilising all available 
resources in projects bene fitting 
women and children. 

Al Zahra’a Society ^ President 
Hana Kurdi briefed Princess Bas- 
ina on the purposes of estab- 
lishing the kindergartens, and 
.stressed foe importance of coor- 


dinating governmental and non- 
governmental efforts to set up 
such projects. 

She pointed our that the socie- 
ty planned to set up more kinder- 
gartens in other villages of Mada- 
ba district. 

Tbe society, which was estab- 
lished in 1987, focusses on mater- 
nal and child programmes as well 
as vocational training for women. 

Princess Basma was accompa- 
nied on her visit by a number of 
officials in Madaba district. 


Visiting writer and businessman eager 
to see Japanese investing in Jordan 

Anti-Zionist Japanese 
denied entry into W. Bank 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Japanese wri- 
ter who is determined to give 
the people of Japan a clearer 
view of the political life in foe 
West Bank was refused entry 
even though he had visited the 
West Bank 30 times before. 

Dr. Masami Uno said he was 
blacklisted and denied entry 
into the West Bank. * 

He said his interest in the 
West Bank was mostly for foe 
religious sites. 

“I am interested in all the 
holy places in tbe West Bank 
and especially the places where 
Jesus Christ was born and 
started out. I feel foal it is very 
wrong that the Israelis do not 
allow me to visit those places," 
Dr. Uno said. 

Nevertheless, he admitted 
he was proud to know that be 
was blacklisted as it meant that 
people read his work. 

“I wrote a book entitled ‘If 
Yon Understand Jews You 
Understand The WorkT that 


was attacked by tbe New York 
Times magazine as being an 
anti-Semitic and anti Zionist.” 
The commotion that resulted 
from foe book was very good 
because that was when foe 
Japanese began to understand 
foe truth about Zionism. That 
is why I was blacklisted. When 
I tried to go to the West Bank 
and was refused entry, tbe 
rumours about me being black- 
listed were confirmed and I 
was proud to know that they 
were troe.” 

He continued saying that 
although media in Japan treats 
foe situation in foe West Bank 
in a balanced way, foe media is 
controlled by people influ- 
enced by Zionist thought. 
“Many businessmen have told 
me that the media handling is 
not accurate when it comes to 
coverage of the West Bank 
events," Dr. Uno said adding 
that he is glad people in Japan 
have started to realise that. 

Dr. Uno said that be had 
decided to come to Amman for 
many reasons. He said that 


Japanese businessmen were in- 
terested in investing in Jordan, 
and he wanted to be foe person 
to introduce these businessmen 
here for investment purposes. 

He added that before visit- 
ing Jordan many Japanese 
businessmen showed interest 
in the Kingdom. “If these 
businessmen come to Jordan to 
invest I believe it would be a 
great opportunity for them to 
go to foe West Bank as well,” 
Dr. Uno said. “I want them to 
see what is happening in the 
West Bank first hand.” 

Dr. Uno was in Jordan with 
his interpreter, harvyo 
Katayama and his secretary, 
Naomi Moriguchil also with 
him was Dale Crowley Jr., who 
is a radio broadcaster in 
Washington DC for a daily 
programme on moral, political 
and Middle East issues. 

Mr. Crowley has written 
anti-Zionist and Middle East 
books. 

The group left Amman for 
Washington DC expressing 
satisfaction with the visit. 


Western envoys in Lebanon 


(C ontinued from Page 1) 

“This is tihe first time that a 
British minister has been here 
since 1985 and you might say it 
has been too long. But the cir- 
cumstances haven't been all that 
easy,” said Hogg, protected by 
about 10 British embassy guards, 
Lebanese troops and policemen. 

The missing Britons among tbe 
12 western hostages in Lebanon 
are journalist John McCarthy 
kidnapped on the airport road in 
April 1986, Church of England 
envoy Terry Waite, who dis- 
appeared in January 1987, and 
retired pilot Jack Mann taken in 
May 1989. 

Asked if be would negotiate 
with the kidnappers. Hogg said. 
“As you know the British govern- 
ment position has been a long 
established one that we make no 
deals over hostages. That has 
been our position for many years 
and it will remain so.” 

Waldheim in Iran 

Austrian President Kurt Wal- 
dheim arrived in Tehran Sunday 
on die first visit to Iran by a 
western head of state since the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

He was greeted at the airport 
by Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, the Iranian 
News Agency ERNA reported. 

Waldheim, a former United 
Nations secretary-general who is 
largely shunned- by western fend- 
ers because of his World War II 


service in the German army, will 
follow his four-day state visit to 
Tehran with a two-day working 
visit to Syria. 

Accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Alois Mock and a de- 
legation of Austrian business 
leaders, he was expected to dis- 
cuss prospects for a Middle East 
settlement following tbe Gulf war 
and the fate of western hostages 
in Lebanon. 

Waldheim said on arrival he 
would explore ways of expanding 
already friendly relations be- 
tween foe two nations, IRNA 
said. 

Britain's Vienna embassy con- 


firmed last week that it had asked 
Mock to intervene with Iranian 
authorities to seek the release of 
some of the 12 western hostages 
believed held by pro- Irani an 
groups in Lebanon. 

Iran says it has limited influ- 
ence over the groups. 

Waldheim also said Austria 
had set up a field hospital in Iran 
for Iraqi refugees and planned to 
provide more facilities for them. 

His visit was condemned Satur- 
day by the Iranian opposition 
Mujahedin Khalq, which branded 
it an “unholy journey" in a tele- 
gram to Waldheim from opposi- 
tion leader Massoud Rajavi. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITION 

ft Ex h i b ition of photographs by Bernard GuUot at foe French 
Cultural Centre. 

iV Comprehensive book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Abdul Jabbar Salman at 
Alia Art Gallery, Insurance BuDdisg, 1st Circle. 

FILM 

ft French film entitled “Metafile en sous-soT at foe French 
Cultural Centre — 8:00 p.m. 
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Refinery workers re 
demands for higher 



By Q adamani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A dispute over pay- 
ment between workers at the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany (JPRC) and foe company 
manag ement is resurfacing alter a 
break of more than three years, 
with foe workers demanding sub- 
stantial increments in view of tbe 
rising cost of living in Jordan. 

The workers are demanding 
that foe management pay them 
JD 20 as a monthly cost of living 
allowance, and introduce other 
measures related to tbe health 
insurance scheme. They also de- 
mand that foe company increased 
its contribution to tbe scheme's 
fund from 10 to 15 per cent. 

In 1988. the JPRC workers 
union staged a strike to back 
demands for better pay; with foe 


help of the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Labour Unions they were 
able to secure some of their de- 
mands. Workers say that the set- 
tlement came when foe Kingdom 
was faced with difficult conditions 
they had ro accept the limited pay 
increase. 

The management says that 
sales of oil products have recently 
declined and this gives an indica- 
tion that the revenues and the 
profits would not rise to foe level 
of the previous years. Therefore, 
the management insists that it 
cannot give any raise to the work- 
ers. 

The workers union was encour- 
aged to make a bid for foe incre- 
ments- this year in view of the 
liberal increments, given to senior 
company officials by the manage- 
ment, ranging from JD 20 to JD 
200 as of April 1991. 


The workers also say that they 
made their demands based on the 
company's large profits in 19S9. 
They stress that they receive 
small wages for the amount of 
work they do compared with 
other government and private 
sectors institutions. 

The workers union, which 
issued a statement outlining it 
demands, hinted that they could 
be pursuing a course other than 
mere protests should foe manage- 
ment fail to meet foe demands 
within two weeks from now. 

The statement said that foe 
managements' rejection of the 
demands couid only negatively 
reflect on foe company's opera- 
tions and remain a source of 
dispute and dissatisfaction. 

The JPRC. which was estab- 
lished in 1956. is governed by a 
board of directors of 12. it has a 
paid up capital of JD 32 million. 


Overtime allowance reinstated 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment will reinstate a 30 per cent 
allowance given to government 
officials doing overtime work at 
their departments, and rhe con- 
cerned employees will get the 
allowance as of this month pro- 
vided they do at least eight hours 
of office work, an announcement 
said Sunday. 

The announcement was made 
in a statement issued by the prime 
minister’s office which said that 
the allowance would be the right 
of every employee if his or her 
department required extra duty. 


extending office hours to eight 
per day. 

The measure applies to those 
employees who used to work 
under a system separate from that 
of the Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) and who recently were 
included int he CSC system. Be- 
fore joining the CSC system, 
these employees used to receive 
foe 30 per cent allowance, but 
stopped receiving it when the 
working hours were reduced. 

The statement afro announced 
that employees of the Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC) 


will be working for eight hours a 
day. instead of seven, and will be 
paid the 30 per cent allowance. 

Normally, government offices 
open at eight in foe morning and 
close at two in the afternoon. The 
departments which work over- 
time open at 7:30 a.m. and close 
at 3:30 p.m.. Employees of other 
departments, like Jordan Radio, 
the post offices and hospitals, 
work day and night shifts, in 
accordance with a special 
arrangement by their manage- 
ments. 


SSC studies ways to 
secure Health insur. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) 
hopes to apply a health insurance 
scheme to benefit all citizens co- 
vered by foe SSC law and studies 
on this subject, now under way, 
are expected to be completed 
before the end of 1991. 

The announcement was made 
by SSC Director-General 
Mohammad Al Saqqaf who said 
that health insurance .was one of 
the basic requirements of the SSC 
law but it had not been applied 
for more than 10 years since the 
SSC came into being. 

Addressing a meeting of the 
heads of SSC departments, Mr. 
Saqqaf afro announced that the 
corporation would open two new 
branches in Amman to cope with 


foe increasing responsibilities in 
view of foe huge increase of the 
number of beneficiaries. 

He told foe meeting that the 
SSC was seeking to establish an 
investment company with a num- 
ber of financiers from Jordan and 
abroad, especially expatriates, in 
order to initiate income — gener- 
ating projects in Jordan and find 
work for the unemployed. 

“Currently tbe SSC is studying 
foe prospect of setting up a hotel 
at foe Dead Sea to serve as a 
therapeutical centre, plus two 
other hospitals in Amman and 
Irbid," he said. 

According to SSC officials, the 
Dead Sea project would cost JD 
12 million and would indude a 


minimum of 10 per cen: German 
equity. The Gentians would afro 
guarantee an annual 55 per cent 
occupancy rate for 10 years, they 
said. 

Mr. Saqqaf told the Jordan 
Time* las: month that the SSC 
would be willing io invest in 
expanding projects or in setting 
up new enterprises provided thar 
they show a high levei of profita- 
bility or an acceptable level, of 
about seven per cent, for projects 
of socio-economic nature. 

According to Mr. Saqqaf. the 
SSC investments now total about 
JD 400 million, of which about 
JD 136 million, or 34 per cent, 
are bank deposits. 


Jordan to instal, expand 
power network in Ye 


SANAA (Petra) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) will 
implement pan of a national grid 
project in Yemen at the cost of 
$1.6 million plus 1.1 million 
Yemeni rivals under an agree- 
ment signed here between JEA 
and the Yemeni Electricity Cor- 
poration. 

The project entails linking the 
power systems in foe northern 
and southern parts of Yemen, a 
stretch of about 300 kilometres, 
through a 132 kilovolt network 
connecting Taaz and Aden and 
including five main transformer 
stations. 

The agreement also provides 
for expanding the power network 
of Aden and Taaz and supplying 
electricity to nearly 14.000 sub- 
scribers in the first stage of an 


electrification project in Yemen. 

The total cost of the project is 
estimated to reach $70 million 
which will be supplied through a 
loan from the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment. 

JEA Director General 
Mohammad Saeed Arafeh and 
Mohammad Abdul Aleem 
AJwan. deputy minister of elec- 
tricity and water in Yemen, 
signed the agreement in the 
Yemeni capital and held talks to 
expand the current cooperation 
between the two countries in 
power-related fields, like power 
generation and distribution. 

Talks also covered prospects 
for promoting joint cooperation 
in exploiting natural gas in Ye- 


men to generate electricity, a 
technique similar to that followed 
by JEA at Al Risheh gas fields in 
Jordan. 

Jordanian-Yemeni cooperation 
in power-related fields dates back 
to 19SS when JEA started train- 
ing Yemeni personnel in Jorda- 
nian energy projects, and the two 
sides agreed on coordinating their 
efforts in the production of elec- 
trical appliances. 

In 1989 the two sides signed an 
agreement providing for mutual 
cooperation in electricity genera- 
tion. maintenance and manage- 
ment. the development of power 
generating units and setting up 
power control units, installing 
transformer stations and power 
networks. 


62,000 students to sit for 
second part of 'tawjihi e%mm 


AMMAN (J.T.) — More than 
62,000 students who completed 
their secondary education are ex- 
pected to sit for the second part 
of the tawjihi (secondary schools 
certificate examination) on Tues- 
day. 

The examination, organised by 
foe Ministry of Education in Jor- 
dan, wfll be taken by 62,749 male 
and female students in 837 ex- 
amination halls in Jordan and one 
hall in Tunis for students follow- 
ing foe Jordanian educational sys- 
tem, according to an official at 
foe Ministry of Education. 

The students will be sitting for 
foe literary, scientific, commer- 
cial, agricultural, industrial, nurs- 
ing and hotel management ex- 
amination set by the ministry. 

The official said that all 
arrangements had been made by 
the ministry for there examina- 
tions. 

The first part or mid-year taw- 
jihi examination, was taken by 
foe same students in January of 


not be known until the end of 
July, well before the universities 
and community colleges reopen 
for the new academic year. 

Ministry of Education 
Secretary-General Munther Al 
Masri said on Jordan Television 
Saturday evening that foe sets of 
examinations for different sub- 
jects were prepared secretly by 
ministry-appointed teachers. He 
said that the process of marking 
and appraising of papers, fol- 
lowed by feeding the computers 
with tbe results, was conducted 
without any complications and 
was always correct. 

Dr. Al Masri was replying to 
accusations by students and pa- 
rents that foe ministry’s process 
of producing the result was at 
fault and that many students were 
shocked after being told by their 
teacbers that they had done well, 
only to be faced with dissatisfying 
results. 

Most of foe students present on 
• the television programme deman- 


ded that more time should re 
allowed by the ministry for foe 
students to answer the questions, 
which, they said, more often than 
not, are above the standards of 
foe students capabilities. 

A great number of the students 
complained that they find specie! 
difficulty in answering the En- 
glish language examination and 
■Dr. Masri said that this point 
would be taken into considera- 
tion. “In fact, foe ongoing educa- 
tional reform programme has 
.drawn up plans for downgrading 
what is beb'eved by the students 
to be a high standard English 
examination,” he said. Dr. Masri 
also announced that English 
would be one of the optional 
subjects. 

A general conference, held 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hass an in 
1987, decided on a number of 
steps to be taken to overhaul foe 
educational system in Jordan. 
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iociai contract 


enacted 


NOW THAT the National Charter has been duly adopted at 
a conference comprising representatives of the people, the 
stega is set for translating its ideals and principles into 
legislations. As His Majesty King Hussein has said Sunday, 
on the occasion of the adoption of the Charter, an entirely 
£277 era has been ushered into the country and the new 
epoch requires of all Jordanians ever more diligence and 
bardwork fiest the democratic process in the Kingdom 
deviate from its course and plunge the country into a new 
poliScal and social quagmire. 

The King’s speech also hi g hli g hted the decision to follow 
democratic path in Jordan, a process be described as 
irreversible. “There is no return” from the democratic 
crcrse, the King told the cheering audience. The monarch 
also emphasised that democracy played a main role in the 
national security of the Kingdom. The King emphasised the 
need to preserve pluralism in Jordanian democracy, which 
!se described as indispensable and the best guarantee 
agsiast the tyranny of the one party rule. 

To be sure' the translation of the articles of the Charter 
into deeds cannot be done in one giant leap bat rather in a 
hcsi of carefully taken steps leading to the final goal. In such 
a process, there mil surely be much debate and arguments 
about the fall intents and purposes of the various provisions 
o: the Charter. In other words, the interpretation of the 
CLarter will undergo much trials and tribulations in the 
coarse of the upcoming months and even years. Laws 
drafted in its wake will be gauged to determine whether they 
reject faithfully the spirit of the Charter. 

In this vein there will always be fears that the Charter will 
end up being encroached upon as the constitution of the land 
hed been infringed upon repeatedly in the past and with 
bnpunity. The issue that would arise in this context is what 
judicial organ can be entrusted with the task of adjudicating 
the projected challenges to the sundry legislations that are 
expected to be en&cted-onder its- purview. The projected 
ccriitiiutionai court will have jurisdiction over issues arising 
cat of the constitution itself but not the Charter. And the 
fact that the Charter has no force of law would necessarily 
reader the adjudication of disputes arising from it imprac- 
iical. Of course, contestants can always fall back to the 
constitution which remains the basic organic law of the 
sts-iii. 

Yet ail such issues need not discourage Jordanians from 
attempting to govern themselves in accordance with the 
aawij articulated standards. Being basically a code of 
conduct, or as the King repeatedly described it, a social 
contract, Jordanians of all walks of life and of all 
denominations and affiliations should have no trouble 
honouring this contract provided their is will to do just that. 
The country is Messed with so many time-honoured 
traditions that proved their worth and relevance ever since 
the Great Arab Revolt had set the stage for the establish- 
ment of the Hashemite Kingdom and the other Arab states 
in the region. The unwritten laws that form Jordan’s 
common law have been in the making since independence 
and the new National Charter is but part of this process that 
Jordanians will zealously guard and promote. 


mBl€ PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ALL three Jordanian Arabic dailies Sunday discussed the 
National Charter which will be announced by His Majesty King 
Hussein and said that the document marks a turning point in the 
history of the Jordanian state. The 2.000 personalities gathering 
to hear the King's speech and the birth of die charter represent all 
sectors of the public which is eager to see the charter that has been 
described as the proper tool to organise political pluralism in the 
Kingdom, Al Ra’i Arabic daily said, the charter, the paper said, 
underlines a host of basic principles and common grounds for all 
political groups and all sectors about which there can be no 
difference rn views. The 60 members of the National Commission 
that prepared the charter were carefully chosen to represent all 
schools of thought and all political orientations in the country; 
and there is no doubt that their work reflects their aspirations and 
those of the Jordanian people, the paper noted. The paper 
described the charter as a national achievement at a moment 
when the Arab Nation in general and the Jordanians in particular 
are feeing immense challenges. It said that the charter presents a 
common ground for action on the part of the various groups who 
can hold constructive dialogues for the sake of reaching the best 
formula to safeguard national interests. 


A columnist in Sawt Al Sbaab Arabic daily takes up the example 
of a Jordanian doctor who works in a garden after waiting for 
years for a job that never came. Ahmad DMban says the 
Jordanian doctor who prefers anynomity bad garduated from 
Bulgaria and submitted one application after another to the Gvfl 
Service Commission and the Health ministry to get a job 
anywhere in Jordan. The writer says be has received a letter from 
this Jordanian doctor informing him that his mother who had 
served as a cleaner at one of the girls schools can no mote go to 
work as she is 67 years old and has become blind and that his 
father was a cleaner working for the Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity. For this reason, this doctor derided to take up any kind of 
work, and now he is employed as a gardener working for a rich 
man in Amman, cutting the grass and di gging to cover part of his 
daily expenses, says the writer. The writer expresses the view that 
Jordan abounds with young men and women who have completed 
their higher studies at the university but were unable to find work 
and had to turn to any job in order to make a living and become 
independent. The writer appeals to the Jordan medical associa- 
tion the Health Ministry and the Civil Service Commission to try 
harder to find jobs for those who bad applied for them for many 
years, and are in bad need of the work to support a needy family. 
He also appeals to unemployed Jordanians to tak e any job ft at 
can ensure at least the minimum level of income i ns t ea d of 
remaining idle. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By 



is on the right track 


fc 


3T IS high time that the U.N. Development Programme (UNDP) 
made its aid to poor countries contingent on military spending 
curbs and progress towards the attainment of U.N. human rights 
standards. In its most recent report. UNDP head William Draper 
ventured to say something which was hitherto considered taboo 
and untouchable. He said point blank thar lack of political 
commitment and not lack of financial resources is the root cause 
for the continuing despair in the developing countries and the real 
cause of human neglect- By naming the rising and wasteful 
military expenditures as the principal culprit for the cycle of 
despair and want in the poor countries of the world, he 
highlighted something that should have been mentioned a long 
time ago. He also called the inefficient public spending, the 
creation of prestige projects and the proliferation of corruption as 
also features of many poor countries which in their cumulative 
sense doom these countries to perpetual under-development and 
misery, in every sense of the word. Mr. Draper estimates that no 
less than S5Q billion are being misused in Third World countries. 
The UNDP chief also estimates that $20 billion would be more 
than enough to address the basic human development needs of 
the peoples of such countries. For this purpose the UNDP has 
compiled a Human Development Index on which Japan and 
Canada are listed as spending most wisely. 

As interesting and valuable is this UNDP exercise, it offers 
little more than already known and accepted propositions. There 
is hardly any country in the world which does not see the organic 
link between misuse of available funds, including exaggerated 


military spending, and under-development which is the cwse that 
has afflicted almost all of the developing states and doomed them 
to backwardness and deprivation. 

What I find more interesting and relevant is the UNDP’s 
Human Freedom Index which purports to establish a link between ■ 
development and human rights. This is where the UNDP has cut 
new grounds for speDing out something that should have been 
said many decades ago. And for the UNDP, which enjoys a 
reputation for cold-blooded adherence to economic and financial 
objectives, to come out in the open and say ont loud that 
economic development cannot be seriously pursued without 
respect for the international norms on human rights and that, 
henceforth, it will make human rights a specific criteria for 
extending assistance to poor and even rich countries, is truly 
something of a breakthrough for which the present leadership of 
the UNDP deserves every credit and appreciation. 

The question that remains unanswered is why it took UNDP so 
long to establish the connection between human rights and 
economic development. In this context, Sweden was placed on 
the top of the honour list for having attained 38 out of 40 possible 
freedoms and rights chronicled in the Index. 

This new UNDP perspective augurs well for the continuing 
campaign to create a universal culture for human rights. Mr. 
Draper and his colleagues would be well advised if they make 
their participation m the debate on human rights issues even more 
pronounced and accentuated. Until this point in time, UNDP 
involvement in the various U.N. fora on human rights has been 


coy and restricted to observing and 

can take effective initiatives in most of these bodies. ..Take-far 


Rjgfcte, charged with the.mandate of impfemCTting 
the international Covenant on Economic, 

Rights. Even in the U.N. Human R*b* °^pSiSS!Sr 
with the task of monitoring the afeerenoe of stMeS- tp/fte 
International Ovfl and Political Rights covenant there is QgMr 
the UNDP active participation. This is not to mearo tte U^N. 
Commission on Human Rights, its snlxomnnssiOn and the 
various working groups created by them. , 

In die U.N. human rights jaigon.it has" often- been smaftat 
whereas the countries of the world need tune tp ^deyqjop 
economically and socially .there is no time constraints nutte need 
to respect the minimal civil and political rights as speued out d 
the various international instillments. This is where UND^ca 
pitch in and say its words of wisdom based on -a weafifr bt 
experience in the field as well as in the offices of ttsi^riquarteis 
in New York City. Ail such proposals suggest that UNDPsboidd 
have a higher profile in the human rights debates w addition to its 
traditional role in discussions centered on disarroament. This 
higher profile requires in torn, a stronger pubticity c aafoa gh to 
reflect faithfully what is being (tone behind ctosed^ wga. -- 
All in all the UNDP is on the right track for mghfighting the 
human rights issue in adchtion to disarmament ai^ eimroBraettt 
at a when the foundation of democracy has become 


indispensable for economic development. 


— i 

-l 
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National Charter is social contract 



protect democracy, ensure political pluralism 




The following b the text of Hb 
Majesty King Hussein's address 
to the opening of die Jordanian 
National Congress to endorse the 
National Charter convened June 
9. 


In the name of God the Com- 
passionate, the Merciful. 


as members of the international 
community, have responsibilities 
over and above our national and 
pan-Arab duties. We have a re- 
sponsibility to bear the message 
the goodness, justice and equal- 
ity. for the glory of our nation 
and of mankind. 


solid foundation on which to 
build a united and proud nation 
whose intrinsic strength, is the 
collective will of its people. 

It was dear to os from the 
beginning that true democracy to 
be real should meet all the follow- 
ing prerequisites: 


Brothers and sisters, 


MY brothers and sisters, mem- 
bers of the Jordanian National 
Congress* 


We thank God for bringing us 
together, one people united in 
the goodness of our purpose. I 
am happy to welcome you today 
and to convey through you, to aU 
the people of Jordan, my great 
appreciation and pride. We are 
united in our determination to 
take a new stride in the life of our 
nation, a step which brings us 
closer to the aims which we have 
identified together. We take this 
step under the umbrella of a 
national consensus that the poli- 
tical process of parliamentary 
democracy is irreversible. We 
proceed along this path steadily, 
and with awareness and a sense of 
responsibility, which proved the 
soundness of our choice and gave 
us the confidence in our ability to 
face the challenge of change to 
the better. We have risen to every 
challenge that has faced our na- 
tion bravely and responsibly. 

We meet today at a time when 
our nation stands at a critical and 
dangerous crossroad. The path 
which we select will decide the 
future of this country and its 
ability to interact successfully or 
otherwise with the emerging new 
world order. There is not a single 
state in the world, no matter how 
big or powerful, that can live in 
isolation from the influence of 
other states. All states together 
form a network of complex rela- 
tions, dictated by mutual depend- 
ence. irrespective of the states’ 
inch vidua! willingness or unwil- 
lingness to interact with others. 

We should remember that we. 


Since our decision to resume 
the democratic process the 
achievements of our country have 
been a source of pride. We take 
pride in the efforts of the political 
and intellectual forces in our 
country, but primarily we take 
pride in the awareness, responsi- 
bility, and vigilance of our 
citizens when our democratic pro- 
cess faced the gravest challenge 
possible, that of the Gulf crisis. 
Our democracy has emerged 
from the test not only unscathed, 
but more solid. 


We resumed the democratic 
process at a difficult time of the 
life of our nation: The world had just 
emerge from the Cold War. Many 
nations, ours included, found 
themselves facing a new situation 
and many possibilities. The dis- 
appearance of disputes between 
the Eastern and Western camps, 
and the changes in international 
relations which this development 
introduced, caused various coun- 
tries to reorient themselves either 
towards self-reliance, or towards 
coalescing into groupings based 
on regional, economic, or nation- 
al considerations, or a combina- 
tion of these considerations. In 
Jordan, escalating political and 
economic pressures put us before 
a major challenge which seemed 
to exceed our abilities. Neverthe- 
less, our decision to resume the 
democratic process, and our de- 
termination to proceed along this 
path despite the pressures and 
challenges, attest to our resolve, 
and to the soundness of our judg- 
ment and direction. The unfold- 
ing events have proven that 
democracy is truly the third pillar 
of our national security, and the 


1. Separation between the ex- 
ecutive, legislative, and judicial 
authorities. We have always been 
careful to maintain this separa- 
tion, and we shall uphold it in 
accordance with the constitution. 
Each one of these authorities 
must realise its limits and not 
trespass on the domain of another 
authority. 

2. Holding general parliamen- 
tary elections in accordance with 
the law. This is what we accom- 
plished in November 1989, when 
the elections were held in aa 
atmosphere of fairness, freedom, 
and honest competition. 


r e p r esent the people in all their 
intellectual and political schools 
of thought, as well as their econo- 
mic, social, and academic dimen- 
sions, the bedouin and urban 
populations, Muslims and Christ- 
ians, deputies and senators, men 
and women. Therefore, the draft 
Charter which we now present to 
yon is the product of a sincere 
intellectual effort. It took all the 
attention, care, and devotion of 
the members of the Royal Com- 
mission, to produce this docu- 
ment. Commitment to its con- 
tent, and acting in accordance 
with its guidance, will constitute 
the sound basis for political plnr- 
ahsm, which will complete the 
prerequisites of our democratic 
process, and through which we 
dull realise one of our most notable 
ambitions-, which is to build a 
model nation. This document is 
not merely a working manual. It 
is the umbrella under which we 


c on t inu ous challenges and their 
consequences, till it has become a 
source of pride to us. By the 
grace of God, every attemp t to 
weaken us only makes us stron- 
ger. Our resolve is burdened by 
our trials, and our loyalty to our 
nation intensifies whenever it is 
tested. Despite the injustice and 
the misunderstanding which we 
have suffered, we remain confi- 
dent that truth and goodwill will 
triumph in the end. Therefore 
our great responsibilities towards 
our nation, onr people, and man- 
kind are more certain now than 
ever before. 


you realise that tiusdialogue is 
concerned primarily with fee 
search for troth and a antteno* 
over it-There is not a single party 
that can dam to possess tnafa. If 
such a party existed, it wottifibe 
Ac enemy of the tiatkni,.af dia- 
logue, and of troth combined. 
The framework of all this -is free- 
dom, which is the basis of dia- 
logue, the basis of tratlu and fee 
bras of democracy. 


Brothers mad staters, m em ber s of w 
the Jordanian National Congress 


Our national consensus, which 
is founded on, and strengthened 
by our democratic process, en- 
abled ns to take the position of 
our choice, thus reflecting the 


Jordan, which weall love, and 
for which we have all worked, 
stands with yon today at the 
threshold of & new era. Whether 
we are successful in traversing it 
depends on our common aware- 
ness that democracy, cannot be 
co tBQkte without political pforal- 


3. The practice of national poti^- unite. If£ not merely an express- 


hopes, aspirations, and essence ofrasra. Pluralisara the only guaran- 
the people of Jordan. We realise - fee against all loom ■ of cficta- 
now that democracy is the force torshipand despotism, particolai- 


tics on the basis of pluralism in 
accordance with the principle of 
constructive dialogue which is the 
distinctive feature of democratic 
life. Truth, in a democratic state, 
is not monopolised by an indi- 
vidual nor by a group. Troth, 
ultimately, is the product of a 
national dialogue leading to con- 
sensus. 

In order to allow for and protect 
political pluralism, and by exten- 
sion, to protect democracy, it was 
necessary to lay down a national 
charter which would be the 
national, conceptual and referen- 
tial document for political action 
in Jordan. 

Hence, the Royal Commission 
for Drafting the National Charter 
was formed on April 9, 1990. The 
completion of the Commission's 
work marks another major step 
towards democracy. We meet to- 
day to present the Charter to you, 
or, more precisely, to all the 
citizens whom you represent 
either by virtue of your positions, 
or by your selection to different 
popular functions. We were care- 
ful that the Commission should 


ion of various common denomi- 
nators of our political thoughts. It 
is die common denominator for 
us all, defining that whi ch does 
not bear controversy in buflding 
the nation for which we aspires, 
consolidating national unity 
which is the guarantee of our 
strength, and narrowing the gaps 
between our efforts, so that they 
can all be channelled for the 
higher interest of the nation. The 
consensus over our basic precepts 
and objectives, which are both 
beyond doubt, necessitates the 
we draft a social contract that 
guides us and constitutes the 
yardstick by which we measure, 
over the stretch between our pre- 
cepts and objectives. 


that cannot weaken. It alone is " ty" despotismnSy foe cine-party. 

id The guarantee of the success o$ 


Brothers and dstera. 

People and nations show their 
true mettle when faced with 
crises, challenges, and dangers. 
Hie events that took place in die 
Arab World in less than eighteen 
months proved the true mettle of 
the Arab people of Jordan, which 
has been polished and honed by 


capable or building a united and 
resolute Jordan, which belongs to 
all its people, and which enjoys 
the loyalty, and resolve of afl its 
people. 

We have been muted by die 
challenges and pressures into one 
line of confrontation. Dangers 
and unjust onslaughts against us 
have dosed our ranks against the 
covetous, and forged us into one 
family that sees its real honour, 
prosperity, and happiness in 
loyahy to a nation that respects 
its freedom, its Arab Islamic 
heritage, and its human message. 
In die face of all this, you bear a 
great and historic responsibility 
to support the National Charter, 
so we can proceed to the next 
stage of our democratic process, 
the stage of pluralism which will 
be signified by the formation of 
political parties. 

I do not wish to go into details 
here. This is your responsibility 
which I am confident that you will 
execute with care and alertness. 
If we agree that democracy is the 
practice of dialogue which pre- 
cedes consensus, I am certain that 


pluralism fies in its respect of the 
constitution, and in accepting the 
guidance, of a dear, practical, and 
comprehensive guide. This guide 
is the National Charter which is 
the product of an- extensive and 
deep dialogue between repre- 
sentatives of the different politic- 
al and intellectual orientations in 
Jordan. 

I salute you again, brothers and 
sisters, and I pray to God to grant 
you success in your task. I also 
look forward to your endorse-, 
meat of the National Charter 
which would highlight your re- 
spect for human rights. It would 
achieve a victory for the fortitude 
Of Jordan, die unity of its people, 
and the dignity of your children 
and grandchfldrcn, in a proud, 
secure, and free country . It would 
consolidate and protect the 
foundations of political pin raK”” 
which would complete our demo- 
cratic process. I pray to God to 
guide and assist us to fulfill bis 
wish and to act for the benefit of 
our country and people. May 
God protect and keep you. 


Endorsement of Charter paves the way for pluralism 


The following b the full text of 
the address made by His Majesty 
King Hussein after the endorse- 
ment of the National Charter by 
the Jordanian National Congress 
on June 9. 


In the name of God* the Com- 
the Merciful 


Ladies and gentlemen, members 
of tiie Jordanian National Con- 


My dear brothers and sisters, 

We thank God for guiding us to 
do what satisfies Him, for uniting 
os in seeking the good of our 
country and people, and for unit- 
ing us in a pledge of cooperation, 
and mutual support. I thank yon 
sincerely for blessing the National 
Charter and endowing it. I am 
confident that every Jordanian 
shares with me, in this historic 
moment, feelings of happiness, 
appreciation, and gratitude for 
your national decision. The deci- 
sion which you have made today 
signifies many great things, pri- 
marily that our democratic pro- 
cess is consolidating and taking 
root, and that our democratic 
institutions are on their way to 
completion. 

You have demonstrated the 
deep level of awareness and 
national commitment which I al- 
ways trusted yon to possess. 
From tins day the National Char- 
ter becomes a pledge that binds 


us, and a trust which we shall 
keep and protect, with the assist- 
ance and guidance of God. 

Your endorsement of the 
National Charter signifies that 
the path of political pluralism is 
now dear, free from pitfalls and 
deviations. Since die constitution 
is the foundation of 'the state and 
the fence that safeguards it, so 
the National Charter is its con- 
ceptual reference in the process 
of nation building and the quest 
for progress. The next natural 
step will be to complete the estab- 
lishment of political pluralism, 
which will be done in two stages: 

1- To amend the law on the 
formation of political parties in 
accordance with the rules of the 
constitution, and under the gui- 
dance of the principles of the 
National Charter. 

2- To permit the formation of 
political parties in accordance 
with the anticipated legislation on 
political parties. I hope that our 
national political arena will not 
see a profusion of political par- 
ties, because overcrowding im- 
pedes progress. 

Brothers and asters. 

Today, as we cross a new 
threshold in the pro gr ess of Jor- 
dan and its political development, 
we most be consciensdous of the 
fear of God and the interest of 
the nation. We most focus our 
attention on the serious chal- 
lenges facing ns, and the danger- 


ous problems accompanying 
them. We have a great deal erf 
work to do, demanding reflec- 
tion, respect of the rational pro- 
cess, confluence of opinions, and 
the dosing of the ranks. The 
persistent financial problem and 
the economic crisis with its resul- 
tant social problems, remain the 
top priorities of our national poli- 
tical agenda. Naturally, your are 
aware of the reasons why these 
problems have escalated. Some 
of these reasons are structural, 
related to the unbalance between 
our population and resources, 
mainly water. Others are exoge- 
nous, such as the effects of the 
Gulf crisis. 

The manifestations of these 
problems are numerous and well 
known to you. The mo$t obvious 
and painful, perhaps, is the rise in 
the number of people Irving be- 
low the poverty hue which has 
reached a third of the Kingdom’s 
population. Another is the rise in 
unemployment to a terrifying 
level, amounting to 20 per cent, 
after Jordan had received the 
third wave of mass immigrants in 
less than forty years. The imba- 
lance in the pyramid of the work- 
ing force and type of employment 
needed has also become more 
acute as a result of outdated 
social and cultural inhibitions 
which are do longer compatible 
with the requirements of our 
time. 


It would not be sufficient to 
talk about these problems. Each 
needs a tremendous effort to 
cope with it. What is required is 
reasoning, legislation, action, 
guidance, and patience. Fore- 
most, what is needed is a compre- 
hensive and realistic perc ep tion 
of the reality of our situation and 
of the challenges that face us 
every day, regardless of our size 
and location. We shall not be 
saved, dot shall we gain anything 
by closing our eyes to what is 
happening around us, and bow it 
affects us. We live in an age of 
science and technology, and in a 
world of mutual interests. We live 
in the age of the quest for a better 
life, where human dignity and 
human rights are respected. 

Therefore, we must work 
diligently to benefit from our 
experience and that of others. We 
must remember that despotism, 
isolationism, and social dishar- 
mony will only bring about more 
backwardness, more irrationality, 
and more dilapidation. 

Democracy must not be mis- 
taken for irresponsible freedom. 
It is not a licence for libel and 
defamation. It is not a licence to 
cross the demarcation lines separ- 
ating authorities. It is not a silk 
cloak under which to conceal 
prisoned daggers. It is not an 
invitation for each of the author- 
ities to set traps for the other at 
the expense of the public good. 


instead of cooperating to prom- 
ote it It is not an umbrella for 
terrorising the minds of others. Zt 
is not the means for the despot- 
ism of a majority against a minor- 
ity. That would lead to anarchy 
which would kill democracy and 
bring about the ruination of the 
land and people. 

A democratic society is one 
that respects the law, because it is 
the lawmaker. A democratic soci- 
ety is one of free but responsible 
dialogue. A democratic society is 
one that allows for a multiplicity 
of opinions, on conditions of 
everyone respecting the opinions 
of often and being committed to 
the public good. A democratic 
society is free from intimidation 
which exp un ges creativity and ex- 
cellence from society. A demo- 
cratic society free from despotism 
which paralyses iL A democratic 
society is one of competition free 
from violence, fanaticism, vindic- 
tiveness, hatreds and vendettas. 

In order to protect democracy 
and political pluralism, and to 
avoid all the pitfalls which I have 
mentioned, we have succeeded, 
with God’s help, in drafting the 
National Charter. Nevertheless, 
we must not delude ourselves into 
thinking that democracy will be 
safe and sound as long as its 
forms are in place. The Constitu- 
tion and tire National Charter, 
.and the laws and legislations that 
emanate from them, are all im- 


portant building blocks erf the 
state of law and democratic socie- 
ty. No less important, however, 
are the citizens, in every place 
and institution, since they. em- 
body democracy in every won 
and deed. 

I have watched closely the 
progress of the democratic' pro 
cess since the elections of 1989, 
and it has been, in general, satis- 
factory. This, in my opinion, has 
been due to newness erf the ex- 
periment. From now on, we. are 
all duty-bound to correct anji 
deviations until the . experiment 
settles to its natural path and 
becomes an integral part' of om 
lives. Monitoring the process oi 
dwnocratisation and rectifying ii 
is a collective responsibility wind 
includes the executive and legisla- 
tive brandies, and particularly a 
free press. 

History tea ch es ns that demo- 
cracy, when rife with vindictive- 
ness, and anarchy, almost des- 
troyed even its tot birthplace, 
which was the state of Athens al 
the peak of its greatness model 
Pericles. Democracy was then 
practiced with vindictivroess and 
as a quest to settle feuds ratfaei 
than in pursuit of the pobfic good. 
I mention thfe only to stress that 
the threat to democracy can come 
primarily from people who shield 
themselves behind it, and who 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Charter is methodical approach for reforms in all fields 


The following is the text of the 
address made by Mr. Ahmad 
Obeidat, chairman of the Royal 
Commissioa for Drafting the 
National Charter to the Jorda- 
nian National Congress on June 
9. 


In the name of God, the Corn- 
jnssfonate, the McrdftiL 
Your Majesty, 

Ladies and gentlemen, members 
of the Jordanian National Con- 
gress, 

Permit me on this occasion to 
salute our leader. His Majesty 
King Hussein, and to express, in 
the name of the Royal Commis- 
skm for Drafting the National 
Charter, our enormous pleasure 
on the convening of this congress. 
We shall present to you the Draft 
National Charter after the Com- 
mission completed drafting it, 
and after I have had the honour 
of submitting n to His Majesty 
the King on 30 December, at the 
conclusion of a comprehensive 
dialogue that lasted eight months. 

Seventy years have passed 
since the state was founded. We 
now live in the forty fifth year 
since independence, and we stand 
in all contentment, appreciation, 
and pride, united behind our 
Hashemite leadership. We stand 
in reverence of the early found- 
ers, the leaders of the Great Arab 
Revolt, the martyrs of our nation, 
who samificed for the noble prin- 
ciples and gave their lives for 
Arab dignity and unity. 

As we stand at the threshold of 
a critical phase of the history of 
our country and nation, our faith 
that God will grant us success is 
infinite, as is our confidence in 
the ability of our people to con- 
tinue working for a better future 
full of good intentions and honest 
endeavour. 

You are aware, ladies and 
gentlemen, that die hallmarks of 
a sound society are respect for 
h uman rights and die rule of 
reason and good charter. The 
progress of a nation is a function 
of its ability to achieve and 
evolve, to interact effectively 
with the issues of the present and 
the challenges of the future, and 
to nwfcg the changes necessary 
for progress while preserving its 


cultural identity, 
nans fun 


Jordanians have proven by 
their keen awareness: sand the 
strength of their resolve, that 


they axe capable of surmounting 
difficulties u> continue the pro- 
cess of nation-building, and be- 
ne fitting from the experience of 
other nations. They have proven 
that they are worthy of a dignified 
life in freedom, where they look 
forward to a better future, ready 
to shoulder their responsibilities, 
eager to protect their national 
unity, and develop their constitu- 
tional process, faithful to their 
Islamic religion, committed to 
keeping abreast with, and contri- 
buting to civilisation. They have 
proven themselves committed to 
enrich their experience and to 
biiQd a democratic, secure, re- 
sponsible, and prosperous society 
to which all citizens contribute 
with a sense of responsibility. 
Ladies and gentlemen, members 
of the Jordanian National Con- 
gress, 

We live in an age where the 
need for organised and responsi- 
ble political action is greater than 
at any time. The ooncc p t of the 
National Charter came to life 
with the dawn of democracy in 
this country. The general par- 
liamentary elections at the end of 
1989 were a democratic achieve- 
ment, following which the idea of 
the Charter was crystallised. 
Therefore, His Majesty King 
Hussein decreed the formation of 
the Royal Commission for Draft- 
ing the National Charter. The 
outcome was the draft charter 
which the Commission presented 
to you in 1990, and which consti- 
tutes a comprehensive futuristic 
outlook to develop the creativity 
of Jordanians, and an advanced 
stride towards freeing national 
action from doubts and stagna- 
tion. It aims to develop popular 
participation and the exercise of 
political pluralism. Based on it, 
national political organisations 
and parties will be formed, which 
are bound by the constitution and 
by legitimacy, which believe in 
the democratic process, and 
which respect the roles of demo- 
cracy, as they believe in reform 
and progress at all levels. These 
parties and organisations will be 
committed to national security 
and interest, and they will partici- 
pate positively in safeguarding 
the basic rights of all citizens, 
which will consolidate democracy 
and protect human rights in a 
positive atmosphere of freedom, 
responsiblity. and equal opportu- 


nities. _ 

In analysing the nature of poli- 
tical development in the King- 
dom, the Royal Commission 
sought illumination from the pro- 
cess of national struggle of the 
Jordanian people and the historic 
depth of its leadership, at all 
stages. The principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt were among 
the main underpinnings of the 
National Charter and of its basic 
nationalistic and progressive 
tenets. Human rights and basic 
freedoms constituted the 
rationale of the Charter, and 
became its most prominent fea- 
tures and bases. The chapters on 
rights and freedoms in the Char- 
ter are complete in their constitu- 
tional, national, international, 
and human dimensions, and with- 
out contradiction, which makes 
them a vital condition and a basic 
tenet of democracy as we hope to 
promote it. The National Charter 
ties a firm bond between commit- 
ment to the rules of the constitu- 
tion in the work of the three 
branches of government on the 
one hand, and on the other, 
respect for human rights and free- 
doms, work to consolidate and 
safeguard the democratic pro- 
cess, and continuous and ba- 
lanced national development. 
This in order to strengthen the 
political, economic, and social 
structure of the state, enhance 
national security, and deepen 
awareness of popular participa- 
tion, develop local administration 
in the provinces, all within a 
framework of cooperation and 
complementarity between public 
and private institutions, and 
while maintaining a balance be- 
tween the citizen's rights and 
duties. 


Since the Constitution is the 
base, the Charter drew from its 
constants in defining the nature 
of the government and people of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. It stated the necessity of 
commitment to these constants 
and legitimacy, in order to streag 
then the unity of the people and 
leadership of Jordan. The Royal 
Commission for Drafting the 
National Charter as it joins the 
people of Jordan in talcing pride 
in die constitution, and in their 
concern to respect and preserve 
its sanctity, emphasises its clear 
understanding of, and conviction 
tj the points and proposals in the 


second chapter of the Charter, 
which are aimed at consolidating 
the underpinoinp of the state of 
law. were specific and in their 
correct framework. They are de- 
finitive, and they reassert the 
basic tenets of the Constitution 
and the continued validity of its 
rules that relate to these tenets. 

To explain this concept further, 
the Commission sees that the 
basic underpinnings and future 
outlook of the Charter, are but a 
confirmation of the constitutional 
constants that define the type of 
government and the basic pillars 
of the political order of the state, 
and define the demarcation lines 
between the three authorities 
with precision and balance, in all 
the rights and duties outlined in 
the Constitution, without con- 
travening any of these constants, 
since they constitute the basic 
underpinning of the political, 
economic, and social order of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
and they embody the country's 
unity and stability. 

The Charter lays down a num- 
ber of concepts, values, and rules 
to regulate national action and 
outline the path forward. Its 
starting point is faith in God and 
respect for the spiritual values 
and beliefs of alt. It asserts that 
Islamic Shari 'a is the basic source 
of law, and that Arab Islamic 
civilisation is the baas of the 
national and pan-Arab identity of 
Jordanians, and a main pillar of 
its unity, independence, and 
progress. The Charter elevated 
the status of the Arabic language 
to its rightful place by asserting its 
supremacy in Jordanian society at 
all levels, and asserted its adop- 
tion as the language of instruction 
at all levels. The Charter also 
called for developing the lan- 
guage, modernising its teaching 

methods, encouraging the move- 
ment to Arabise and translate 
material from and to Arabic, and 
encouraging publication in Ara- 
bic in various fields of science, 
art, and literature. 


The Charter also crystallised 
the concept of social justice as 
one of the national objectives of 
the Jordanian state and sodety, 
in accordance with the spirit of 
the constitution and to realise the 
good of the majority. The Char- 
ter makes commitment to the 
principles and requirements of 
Social justice a framework of the 


exercise of democracy, and basic 
pillar of the state of law and 
political pluralism. The Charter 
considers the realisation of equal- 
ity and justice and equal opportu- 
nities between all citizens, men 
and women, among the main 
safeguards of the democratic pro- 
cess. 

After defining the mam para- 
meters within which the national 
economy functions, and the bases 
of the future outlook for 

socioeconomic development in 
the country, the Charter stressed 
the importance of the independ- 
ence of economic decision and 
their institutionalisation. It high- 
lighted the role of national will in 
developing a national productive 
infrastructure through optimal 
exploitation of resources, build- 
ing the economy in the Jordanian 
countryside, adopting the princi- 
ple of self reliance to free Jorda- 
nians for the quest of excellence, 
and realising complementarity 
between the political, economic, 
and social independence in the 
country. 

In view of the escalation of 

environmental problems and 
their effects on humanity, and in 
view of the linkage between the 
human environment and the poli- 
cies adopted by countries re pro- 
tect their resources and rational- 
ise their exploitation, and to 
check the deterioration that 
threatens their survival, and re- 
covery, the Charter was forward 
looking in stating that a clean and ' 
balanced environment is one of 
h uman the rights and a right of 
citizenship. It made the preserva- 
tion of the environment in Jordan 
and its protection against all 
forms of pollution a national duty 
for the good of present and future 
generations. 

Since the National Charter 
starts from the Koranic base in 
respecting the humanity of man- 
kind and protecting human digni- 
ty, the Charter makes this the 
focus of all activities of the state 
and sodety in Jordan. This is 
considered the basis for raising 
sound and productive individual 
and the strong and cohesive fami- 
ly where motherhood takes its 
rightful place and childhood re- 
ceives adequate care and secur- 
ity, without distinction between 
males and females. 

The outlook of the Charter 
appears at its most dvilised in 


confirming women’s human and 
constitutional right to equality, 
education, culture, training, 
work, and to be a partner with 
men in developing our sodety. Ii 
aim emphasised oq the role of 
youth and their part in develop- 
ing sodety and rejuvenating it, in 
calling for channeling their efforts 
rewards production and benefit- 
ting by their creativity in building 
the country and directing its in- 
stitutions. 

The Charter considers the 
bond of citizenship as the basis of 
the relationship between all 
Jordanians. It thus drew a prac- 
tical oulook for implementing the 
concept of social complementar- 
ity through complementarity be- 
tween policies, programmes, and 
legislation, and coordination be- 
tween the roles of the relevant 
authorities to achieve soda! har- 
mony and promote voluntary 
popular work based on national 
commitment, and to promote the 
spirit of cooperation and cohe- 
siveness between all segments of 
society. 


Since the ultimate objective is 
to build the fortitude of Jorda- 
nian society and enhance its in- 
trinsic strength, the Charter dealt 
with the issue of national security 
in its military, economic, social, 
and psychological dimensions to 
ensure the soundness of the 
democratic process and to prom- 
ote confidence in the institutions 
of state, as well as stability and a 
dignified life for dtizens and to 
protea the unity and soundness 
of the national fabric. 

In view of the organic link 
between the issues of culture, 
education, science, technology, 
and the media, and in view of the 
interrelationship between their 
roles and the complementarity of 
their objectives, the Charter pro- 
ceeded to draft this chapter based 
on the realities of our time and 
dealing with the specificities of 
each issue in their national. pan- 
Arab. and intemationl dimen- 
sions. It dealth with their contem- 
^porary forms, challenges, and fu- 
ture outlooks, so that the national 
education policy produces a crea- 
tive and independent generation, 
sound of charaaer, aware of its 
duties and rights, and that the 
process of education should con- 
tribute to promoting national 
commitment, the scientific 
rationale, and democratic spirit. 


to link the process of education 

and production and meet the 
country’s needs of qualified man- 
power. The Charter highlighted 
the prominent central role of 
science and technology in de- 
veloping Jordanian sodety. deal- 
ing with its problems, developing 
the natural resources of the coun- 
try, and linking the realisation of 
these objectives with the exist- 
ence of national will and a dear 
political decision embodied by 
capable institutions and open 
minded directorships to bring ab- 
out modernisation in the 
framework of a developed educa- 
tion system in the Kingdom. 

The Charter realised the real 
link between these dimensions 
and the media and others means 
of popular communication, and 
the importance of their role in 
developing the convictions of the 
dtizen. his outlooks, positions, 
values, as well as their role in 
expanding the horizons of know- 
ledge among the pnblic. it laid 
down an advanced outlook for 
the prindples and bases of the 
Jordanian media, which consist of 
freedom and national responsibil- 
ity, respect for truth and the 
values of the nation, highlighting 
the role of the mind in the prog- 
ress of sodety, securing the rights 
of dtizens for accurate informa- 
tion, securing their participation 
in the policies of national direc- 
tion, and laying down the legisla- 
tion necessary to achieve these 
objectives. 


Since Jordan and Palestine are 
one Arab condition, the Charter 
devoted a special chapter re the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship in which it expresses the 
reality of this relationship and its 
historic and day-to-day underpin- 
nings, in their national. pan- 
Arab, and international dimen- 
sions. It laid down a unitary basis 
for the development of this rela- 
tionship which highlights its un- 
iqueness in the past and future, 
and guarantees its continuity in 
darity, for the right of the Palesti- 
nian people to self-determination 
on their national soil, to support 
their steadfastness under occupa- 
tion, and to realise Jordanian 
national unity as well as the com- 
mitment to Jordanian national 
security under all conditions and 
to enhance the joint struggle of 
Jor danians and Palestinians in 
feeing the Zionist expansionist 


designs and national challenges. 

In the final chapter die Com- 
mission laid down its outlooks on 
the dimensions of the rela- 
tionships between Jordan and 
Arab and Islamic countries and 
ocher countries. It defined the 
bases and outlooks of this rela- 
tionship and the consequent ex- 
change of commitments on the 
various levels, in accordance with 
the geographic and political posi- 
tion of Jordan and to promote its 
national identity as a member of 
the United Nations. It guaran- 
teed the continuity of Jordan's 
contribution re the formation of 
international relations based on 
mutual respect between nations 
and their independence and right 
to self-determination, as well as 
the commitment re the prindples 
of right, justice, equality, and just 
peace between nations, respect 
for human rights and rejection of 
discrimination, and international 
hegemony in all their forms. 

In conclusion, the Royal Com- 
mission for Drafting the National 
Charter, having outlined the sum- 
mary of its work to your Con- 
gress, sees that this document is a 
methodical approach for reform 
in all fields. It constitutes a 
national accord between the va- 
rious political outlooks in the 
country, and a consensus on the 
common denominators of the 
various political and conceptual 
outlooks and national opinions. 
As such, it constitutes another 
link in our democratic process 
complementing the ones that pro- 
ceded it, and connected to those 
that will follow. If yon decide to 
endorse this draft, the National 
Charter will belong to the whole 
nation. Every generation has the 
right to lay down the charters that 
it believes will realise national, 
pan- Arab, and human objectives 
of all segments of Jordanian sod- 
ety. 

On this histone occasion, we 
are called on to shoulder our 
responsibilities and work diligent- 
ly to build our nation through our 
strong faith, and advanced scien- 
tific accomplishments, looking 
forward to the future, aware of 
every enlightened human experi- 
ence, confident of ourselves, the 
nobility of our people and the 
unity of our glorious Arab nation, 
keeping our faith in God alone, 
confident of the inevitability of 
the triumph of right no matter 
how far in the future. 


Y» 


Charter paves way for pluralism 


(Continued from page 4) 


abuse democracy in the very 
name of democracy, whether 
they do so deliberately or in- 
advertently. Democracy does not 
consist merely of institutions. It is 
a tradition and a way of life that 
distinguishes society. 

I make this dear reference to 
emphasise that the nation comes 
first and foremost Every political 
party that conies to li fe ind emo- 
cracy and under its protection, 
must necessarily be a national 
party in its basic tenets, objec- 
tives, methods, funding and affi- 
xation. Any departure from tins 
feet would not only be a violation 
of democracy, but an act against 
the nation. This, of course would 

riot prevent a party from having a 

pan- Arab or pan-human dimen- 
sion, but true na tio nal i s m must 


always be the real criterion for 
political action on the national, 
pan-Arab, or human levels. 

We must remember that it is 
only natural for a nation to have 
its own priorities according to its 
resources, size, demography, and 
nsponsibifities. Just as others do 

not allow us re define their priori- 
ties for them, we allow none to 
define ours. The possibility of a 
confluence of priorities and 
objectives between Arab states, 
or some of them, opens the door 
for the confluence of thought 
between various parties, without 
sacrificing one’s national interest. 
What is not permissible is the 
development of a state of party 
subservience to outsiders. Should 


and violate the principles of the 
National Charter. 

Perhaps the best rema rks w ith 
which to conclude my address to 
you on this histone national occa- 
sion, as we stand on the threshold 
of practising political pluralism 
are those of the founder of the 
Kingdom, my grandfather, the 
late King Abdullah may he rest in 
peace. This is part of his address 
to the members of the first 
Jordanian House of De- 
puties, on October 20, 1947. 


this happen, this the party would 
then lose its national character 


“There is no doubt that all 
people are born free, and that no 
one may usurp or contravene any 
of their rights, because God has 
protected everyone’s rights from 
others. Simflariy, we must not 
misi n terp r et freedom and commit 
tiie mistake of others, where 
everyone acts of his own volition 
and proceeds to contravene the 
rights and integrity of other peo- 


ple, seeking re justify such acts in 
the name of freedom. Freedom 
protects people from other peo- 
ple. There should not be lies, 
slander, and aggression, but 
brotherhood, equality, and com- 
passion. Nations become free 
when they enrich their freedom 
with the nobility of their ideals 
and harmonious fraternity, seek- 
ing to protea their rights through 
law and order, compassionately 
and in peace, each within his 
rights, which most be protected 
without hesitation or delay. Ev- 
erybody is free as long as he 
respects the freedom of others. 
He becomes an aggressor the 
moment he contravenes against 
the rights of others.” 


I repeat my thanks to you and I 
pray to God to grant me and you 
guidance and wisdom. 

May God’s peace and blessings 
be with you. 


2,000 delegates bless National Charter 


(Continued from Page 1) 


and with no opposition by sena- 
tors, parliament members, repre- 
sentatives of professional and 
trade unions, electted municipal 
and village councils, journalists, 
writers, prominent personalities 
representing popular groups in 
urban and rural regions and the 
badia as well as cabinet members 
and senior officials. 

Voting was conducted through 
standing up, and all the members 
of the audience including His 
Majesty King Hussein stood up in 
a show of unanimous support for 
the National Charter. 

Expressing appreciation to the 
audience for blessing the charter. 
King Hussein said: “Your en- 
dorsement of the National Char- 
ter signifies that the path of poli- 
tical pluralism is now clear, free 
from pitfalls and deviations. 
Since the Constitution is the 
foundation of the state and the 
fence that safeguards it, so the 
National Charter is its conceptual 


reference in the process of nation 
building and the quest for prog- 
ress." 

King Hussein said: “I thank 
you sincerely for blessing the 
National Charter. I am confident 
that every Jordanian shares with 
me in this historic moment, feel- 
ings of happiness appreciation 
and gratitude for your national 
decision. The decision which you 
have made today signifies many 
great things primarily that our 
democratic process is consolidat- 
ing and taking root and that our 
democratic institutions are on 
their way to completion.” 

The National Charter compris- 
es eight chapters dealing with the 
reason for introducing the charter 
itself, political pluralism Jordan's 
national security, economy, so- 
da! affairs, culture and educa- 
tion, Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions and Jordan’s relations with 
Arab, Islamic and foreign coun- 
tries. 

In his address to present the 


Oiarter, Commission Chairman 
Obeidat described it as laying 
down a number of concepts, 
values and rules to regulate 
national action and outline the 
path forward for the nation. 


among the main underpinnings of 
the National Charter and of its 
basic nationalistic and progres- 
sive tenets.” 


Based on the charter, Obeidat 
noted, national politcal organisa- 
tions and parties will be formed, 
which are bound by the constitu- 
tion and by legitimacy which be- 
lieve in democratic process and 
which respect the rules of demo- 
cracy. 


Obeidat also noted that in ana- 
lysing the nature of political de- 
velopment in the Kingdom, the 
Royal Commission, which was 
entrusted with its task in April of 
1990. sought ill umina tion from 
the process of national struggle of 
the Jordanian people and the 
historic depth of its leadership at 
all stages.” 

He stressed that “the principles 
of the Great Arab Revolt were 


Obeidat said that the National 
Charter ties a firm bond between 
commitment to the rules of the 
constitution in the work of the 
three branches of government on 
the one hand, and on the other, 
respect for human rights and free- 
doms, work to consolidate and 
safeguard the democratic pro- 
cess, and continuous and ba- 
lanced national development. 

According to Obeidat, the 
charter considers the bond of 
citizenship as the basis for the 
relationship between all Jorda- 
nians. 


Since April of last year Royal 
Commission members have been 

holding series of meetings to 
reach common ground on which 
to build on and eventually finalise 
the National Charter, (sec 
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Agassi loses French Open to Courier 


PARIS (R) — Jim Courier won 
tne first Grand Slam tide of his 
preer, the French Open, when 
he beat fourth seed Andre Agassi 
in five sets Sunday. 

The ninth-seeded Courier won 
.the first all-American Roland 
Garros final for 37 years 3-6, 6-4 
2-6, 6-1, 64. 

’ But the match, twice inter- 
rupted by rain and only the fifth 
five-set French final in the open 
era, was a poor advertisement for 
the sport 

Points were decided more 
often on errors than on winners 
and little of the atmosphere 
usually associated with a Grand 
Slam final. 

Both players raised their game 
considerably in the deciding set 
but a swirling wind which whip- 
ped np the day caused problems. 

Courier sealed the match in 
three hours 20 minutes with an 
aoe on his first match point and 
fell on his bade in relief. 

It was the first men's final 
between two Americans since 
1954, and only the fifth to go to 
five sets. Michael Chang had 
broken a 34-year drought for 
American men in 1989, also with 
a five-set victory. 

Agassi, the no. 1 seed, will 
drop to fifth in the world rank- 


ings, and Courier will move past 
him to no. 1. 

The match was played in a 
variety of weather conditions, in- 
cluding bright sunshine and rain 
which forced two delays. 

Courier said the breaks en- 
abled him to get useful advice 
from his coach. Jose Higueras. 

“I wouldn't be standing here 
without you,” he said of his 
coach after the match. 

Agassi, who was "favored, has 
now lost all three of his Grand 
Slam finals, including last year's 
french Open. 

It was by far the biggest payday 
for Courier — the winner's check 
of 151,660 dollars exceeded his 
earnings of 137,390 for all of 
1990. 

The men's finalists trained 
together at Nick Bollettieri's Ten- 
nis Acadqmy in Florida in the 
mid-80s before Conner left, feel- 
ing he wasn't getting enough 
attention. Agassi has a 1-2 edge . 
in their bead-to-bead matches, 
but they have sph't encounters at 
the past two French Opens. 

Although both worked - with 
Bollertieri in the mid 1980s, they 
were never dose friends. 

,r We get on much better," 
Courier said. “We don't spend 
any time together, bat in the past 
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Andre Agassi 


we didn't even speak.". 

"Now we talk in the locker 
room and play a few exhibitions 
and that has helped," Courier 
said. “We’ve both grown.” 

Agassi was once thought to be 
more immature on and off the 
court. But after beating Boris 
Becker in the semifinal, he 
showed a kinder, gentler side. 

Through the first four sets, the 
momentum swung sharply, with 
each player fully dominating the 
sets he-woh. 

The fifth set was a microcosm 
of the 'full match, with Courier 
and Agassi each breaking service 


before Courier got a second and 
decisive break in the ninth game 
to go up 5-1. The weather was a 
factor, gusting bard as Agassi 
struggled with a slam attempt and 
hit the ball out to lose his serve. 


Both Agassi. '21. and Courier, 
20 have a similar reliance on 
powerful baseline games. At 
different stages of the match, 
each scored emphatic winners on 
blistering forehand ground- 
strokes. 

Agassi, still coached by Bollet- 
tieri, had won four of six previous 
matches with Courier. 


Handball becomes a sending off offence 


BELFAST (R) — FIFA’s year- 
old directive on red card treat- 
ment for the professional fool 
becomes soccer law next month 
and has been reinforced by a new 
clause governing handball. 

From July 25, the laws will 
require referees to punish de- 
liberate handling which denies a 
scoring opportunity by sending 
off the quality player. This could 
include a goalkeeper leaving his 
penalty area to handle the ball. 


ate confusion and anomaly. 

Some referees have considered 
a penalty award and a caution 
sufficient punishment. 

Argentina, Italy and Switzer- 
land, in particular, have adopted 
relaxed attitudes to the directive 
and sought clarification. 

“The three bodies asked for a 
ruling on their liberal interpreta- 
tion but there will be no more of 
that” said FIFA general secretary 
Sepp Blatter. 


The rule-making international 
football board agreed at its 
annual meeting Satu rday to in- 
corporate the FIFA gtridefcnes 
within the laws in a bid to elimin- 


Tbc board also approved a law 
change designed to prevent time- 
wasting by goalkeepers. In fu- 
ture, a goalkeeper taking posses- 
sion of the ball may dribble it but 


Jet Ski Lady 
wins Epsom Oaks 


EPSOM, England (R) — Irish- 
trained Jet Ski Lady became the 
longest-priced winner of the 
Epsom Oaks, England's premier 
fillies' classic, in over 150 years 
Saturday. 

The three-year-old filly . com- 
pletely disregarded by the tips- 
tere, started the 213th running of 
the race at 30-1, equalling -the 
record Odds of Vespa in 1833. 

Nor was it a dose-run thing. Jet 
Ski Lady, ridden by Irishman 
Christy Roctae, dominated the 
race from half a mile out and 
went on to beat the well-favoured 
Shamshir by 10 lengths. 


Only Sun Princess, who was a 
12-length winner in 1983, has 
ever bettered that distance in the 
Oaks. 

Trainer Jim Bolger, whose star 
of Gdansk ran into third place in 
the Epsom Derby over the same 
course Wednesday, said be bad 
been expecting a good run from 
the U.S.-bred horse, especially 


after recent rain. 

“I’m surprised she won so easi- 
ly, but I'm not surprised she 
won," he said. “2 thought she bad 
a great chance once the rain 
came." 

Evens favourite Shadayid, 
attempting to complete the 1,000 
Guineas-Oaks double, made her 
way smoothly through the field to 
challenge two furlongs (400 
metres) out, but could not stay. 
She was passed in the final fur- 
long by 6-1 shot Shamshir and 
finished third. 

The final result, of what was 
the 1,000th English classic ever 
run, was a triumph for the Mak- 
toum brothers, the Dubai 
Sheikhs who have become the 
roost powerful owners on the 
English turf. 

The winner, Jet Ski Lady, is 
owned by Maktoum A1 Mak- 
tonm, Shamshir by brother 
Sheikh Mohammed, and third- 
placed Shadayid by Hamdan AJ- 
Maktoum. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

*•1990 TriBur* u«u Surras ox 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold; 

♦A 106542 ?762 v93 *Q8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

i i T- ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have a six -card major 
which you can show conveniently at 
the one-level. If you don't bid one 
spade now, you might never be able 
to get your suit into the auction 
safely later. A competitive response 
here doesn't promise extra values. 


you hold; 

4 A 1093 riO CQ75 4AKQ109 


The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 


Q JJ — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A 106642 ‘T762 >93 *Q8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North West South East 

1 <:■ I T 1 * 2 T 

3 * Pass ? 

What 'action do you take? 
Partner's new-suit bid at the three- 
level is a near force and shows extra 
values. (With a minimum. North 
would have passed.) Since partner 
doesn’t promise support for. your 
suit on this sequence, lake a false 
preference to three diamonds. 
That's the leaser evif. 


What action do you take? 

A. — You have a pretty good hand, 
but for the moment you need do no 
more than complete painting a pic- 
ture of your distribution. Bid two 
diamonds. That not only shows 
partner your support but also high- 
lights your heart shortness and, 
since you took a third bid, partner 
should get the message that you 
have a better -than -minimum open- 
ing bid. 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦85 TAJ7 VKJ943 *654 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 ■! Pass 

1 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It’s time to tell partner that 
more than half your strength lies in 
the unbid suit. Bid one no trump. 
Unless partner can make another 
move, you won’t be missing, 
anything. 


Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4KJ762 TAQJ95 : Void *KQ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 v Pass 1 * Pass 

2 \ Pass ? 

What do you. bid now? 

A. — Despite the possible misfit, 
you are going to insist on game, at. 
least. A jump shift to three hearts 
describes your band rather nicely. 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 


Q.6 — East -West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*532 ~ 85 !J 8 +KJ10987 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
I * Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Some sort of preempt seems 
in order: it's just a question of how 
high you should go. Since our hand 
lacks a singleton, well settle for a 
conservative three clubs, though we 
won't quibble with a full-blooded 
leap u> four clubs. 


cannot touch it again with his 
hands until it has been touched by 
another player. 

A proposal limiting possession 
by goalkeepers to six seconds was 
rejected. 

Other moves agreed: 

Two substitutes can be selected 
from 11 instead of five players at 
the 19 94 World Cap finals. 

Tights- or cycle shorts must be 
of the same colour as regulation 
club shorts. 

Two referees and two linesmen 
will be nominated for FIFA 
matches. National Associations 
will be required to nominate spe- 
cialist linesmen. 

The upper age limit for re- 


ferees at the 1994 World Cup 
finals is to be reduced from 50 to 
45. 

A survey will be conducted on 
goalkeepers moving during 
penalty shoot-outs. The board 
will experiment by allowing 
movement backwards or side- 
ways but not forwards. 

The board also agreed to try 
out two other ideas in an attempt 
to brighten up the game and 
encourage scoring. 

No off-side between 18-metre 
lines at either end of the pitch, 
plus a ban on goalkeeper retriev- 
ing back passes by hand will 
feature at the world under-17 
championships in Italy in August. 


Olympic champion Rono 
wins 1,500 metres 


VANCOUVER, British .Col- 
umbia (R) — Olympic champion 
Peter Rono of Kenya won the 
1,500 metres at the Harry Jerome 
International Saturday in a suc- 
cessful warmup for the upcoming 
world championships in Tokyo. 

Rono cruised to victory in 
three minutes 38,28 seconds over 
American Greg Whitely and 
Doug Consiglio of Canada on a 
rain-affected track. 

The 23-year-old Rono was a 
surprise 1,500 metres winner at 
the 1988 Olympic Games . in 
Seoul. 

Rono won the 1,500 metres at 
this meeting shortly before his 
Olympic gold medal nra. The ' 
Kenyan said he hoped his latest " 
victory would provide a similar 
omen for the world cham- 
pionships in August. 


“I hope the win will bring roe. 
the same luck in the world cham- 
pionships it did in 2988 (at the 
Seoul Olympics),” Rong said. 

In other highlights, Jose Bar- 
bosa o£ Brazil recorded the fas- 
test outdoor 800 metres of 1991 
with a time of 1:45.65. American 
Ocky Clarke was second in 
1:46.89. 


American veteran Mary Slaney 
continued her comeback from in- 
jury with a victory in the women’s 
1, 500-metres in four minutes 6.58 
seconds over Canadian dual' 
Commonwealth games champion 
Angela Chalmers. 


*Tm not at my best, but right 
now Pm just happy to run," said 
Slaney, 32, who at one time held 
all U.S. records from 800 to 
10,000 meters. 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


' YEH.YflU HEARD WHAT K 
I SAID! YOU OVERCHARGED/ 
. me. that’s WHAT you j — . 

DID! r“ / 1 


'fM NOT AFRAID OF T 
YOU, .YOU BIS LUG! S 
^COMEOUTOFYbURl 
\ CAB AND I'LL*-/ 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Monaco wins French Gup 


PARIS (R) — A last-minute goal by substitute Gerald Pasa 
enabled Monaco to snatch the French Cup Saturday and left 
champions Marseille empty-handed after their second soccer final 
in 10 days. Passi sent Argentine striker Ramon Diaz down the left 
wing in the dying moments of the match and then raced into the 
area to drive the return pass just under the bar. It was a deserved 
1-0 victory for Monaco, who created more chances in a mat c h in 
which Marseille could never break down their stubborn defence. 
The end marked another disappointment for Marseille whose 
hopes of becoming France's first European champions were 
dashed in Bari 10 days ago when they lost the European Cop final 
to Red Star Belgrade after a penalty shoot-oat. 


Real Madrid wins over Barcelona 


MADRID (R) — Real Madrid, stripped of the Spanish Soccer 
league title by Barcelona after an appalling season, took a 
measure of revenge Saturday when they beat the new champions 
1-0 in their final game. Barcelona, who eased up after securing the 
title four weeks ago and won only one of their last five matches, 
let the former champions dominate the game. Barcelona's 
international goalkeeper Andoni Zu bizarre ta thwarted the home 
side on several occasions, saving a penalty in the 77th minute from 
Spain's top scorer Emilio Butragneno. But midfielder Adolfo 
Aldana’s goal 35 seconds into the second half was enough to end 
Real's season on a high note in front of a capacity crowd in their 
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium. 


Bayern closes on Kaiserslautern 


BERLIN (AP) — Bayern Munich kept alive its- hopes of 
defending its Bundeshga championship Saturday, using a 35th- 
minute goal by Thomas Strunz to beat Nuremberg 1-0 while 
league leader Kaiserslautern feel 3-2 to Borussia Moencfaenglad- 
baefa. A draw by Kaiserslautern, leading by two points with 46, 
would have clinched the title for itself. The championship will be 
determined next week, the final week of the 34-game season, 
when Kaiserslautern, still only needing a draw, feces seventh- 
place jFC Cologne- away, while Bayern plays at home against 
next-to-last place Bayer Uerdingen. Should Bayern win and 
Kaiserslautern lose, Munich would win the title based on a plus-33 
goal differential. 10 goals better than Kaiserslautern. At Kaisers- 
lautern , Borussia Moenchengiadbach raced to a 3-0 lead cm a pair 
of goals by Thomas Kasrcmnaier in the ninth and 20th minutes 
and an insurance score by forward Peter Wynhoff in the 82nd. 


Hansel wins Belmont and million-dolfar bonus 


BELMONT, New York (R) — Hansel .held off hard-charging 
Kentucky Derby champion Strike. The Gold in a tremendous 
battle to the wire to win the 123rd running of the Belmont Stakes 
by a head Saturday. In addition to the 4 17, 480-do Har prize for 
first place, Hansel won SI million triple crown bonus for best 
overall performances in America's most famous thoroughbred 
racing series. Mane minister finished third as he did for the two 
previous triple crown races. 


Bird discharged 


BOSTON. (AP) — Boston Celtics all-star forward Larry Bird was 
released from a Boston hospital Saturday, just ' a day after 
undergoing surgery to repair back problems that kep him out of 
22 games last season. Bird. 34, was in surgery at New England 
Baptist Hospital for two hours Friday morning to repair congenit- 
al and playing-aggravated problems. Celtics physician Dr. Arnold 
Scheller said Friday a fragment from a bulging disc which had 
herniated was removed from Bird's back to relieve pressure on a 
nerve. Work also was done in the facet joint area of Bird’s back to 
correct a congenital 1 condition and provide additional room for the 
nerve ending, Scheller said. Scheller said Bird's rehatnfitatiQn will 
include wearing a brace and walking nearly -10 miles (16 
kilometres) every day. Neither Scheller nor Celtics senior 
executive vice president Dave Gavitt would say when Bird, who 
has a year remaining on his contract, was expected to return to the 
court. 


Walker wins Milk Race 


LIVERPOOL, England (AP) — Belgian Jeny Cooman won for 
the second day in a row but British professional Chris Walker 
maintained his lead to win overall title in die around Britain Milk 
Race Saturday! Cooman, of the Banana-Falcon team, finished the 
final 82-mile (132-kilometre) stage from Manchester in -3 hours, 
25 minutes and 8 seconds to edge out Walker, who finished with 
same time. The finish gave Walker a 22-second victory over 
countryman Simeon Hempstall in the overall standings. Walker 
took the overall lead in the opening road stage on May 27 and has 
rarely threatend throughout the 1,170 miles' (1.882 kins).' 


SAY WHAT 
ARE YOU I 
1 DOIN '? J 


'ARGUING] 
WITH / 
THE r 
TAXI l. 
z*»veR*V 


[ I DON'T SEE 
ANY TAXI \ 
DRIVER fN J 
THERE! ( 


^ so what; W 

CAN'T A GUY ARGUE 
\IFHE FEELS LIKE 
aA ARGUING? r 


fl-28-YO 




<4* 


issues-. 


Andy Capp 




TALK ABOUT LAZY EVER KNOWN 
a bloke who oec ioes to bo J 

► WITHOUT KETCHUP BECAUSE 1 
NONE COWES OUT ON THE ^ 
FI RST COUPLE O' SHAKES? 


HEY/ ITS TIME FOR 
OUR ANNUAL PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST! 


■SEE THE FAMOUS COOK 
flip those flapjacks., 


' A ^IfiUT > 
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FORECAST FOR TOBSpAY JUNE Id, 1991 

By Thomas S.- Pierson, Astrologer; Canon Ftigh&r Fot 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Good day to get busy and pay the 
obligations that are of a gov- 
ernmental, business or personal 
nature aad keep yumself on afagh 
level of esprcsston.'Take time -for 
hxodi out. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19} 
This a your day to tie yourself 
definitely to a course o( action that 
can be the oomtitions un der w hich 
yon wish to live and. operate. 


way fa hancffingjhefe feat ti 
away time, energy. 
iJRBA : (September 23 toOc 
22) You now have the 
answers for dwse bampaniaB* 

■ are interested in you and 
whom you want ev erythin g « 
hunky-dory in the. future. 

SCORHQ: (October 23 to 
ber 21 } WhMewer one wool 
do feat does require son 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

There are a considerable number 
of preparations to be made before 
you can put in effect that plan feat 
seems so much to you so be open- 
minded to new ideas. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can join wife friends who are very 
logical in their fe*nknig and clever, 
in their activities to gain personal 
desires that nWrW " much to yon. 


MOON CHILDREN: (fane 22 to 
July 21) Now you find all kinds of 
officials to see or executives with 
wbom to consult so you can get the 
answers you seed regaining" your 
own job. 

LEO: (July 22 to Angnst 21) What- 
ever brings to fijgitt a new course of 
action is just great now so-seek out 
those persons, ideas feat can bring 
your life nrare'ftdfiDment. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September ' 
22) You can see quite dearly how 
to get your obligations in back of 
you now by some new system and - 


just great now so do 
project feces you effidently.- , 
SAGITTARIUS*. (November 22 
December 21} You can have m 
happy moments ' now wife 
■ chooser] companions ; who b 
much fee same interest as 
whatever gives you a goo- 

? CAPBICOgN? (pecember 
'■ January .20) You now 
your power to garni fee 
members of- your, otftr dan 
showing dy™ yen have a spe 
devotion for them.--"*.-. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 ,tb 
ary 19) Yow -uiind .a * 
.overtime working pot any 

lems facing you of a routine 
and you . commomcan 
Ideas re all others and 
headway. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Ma 
20) Whatever brings yon the 
factions feat dome fraor 
abundance and -to spare fo 
needsttgooduowsoinakcapc 

to study income* 


THE BETTER HALF* 


CMOS*!*)* He 


ByHarrf* 

HAR*iS° 1 


JT'~ 


“Y ou add stuff to meat loaf to make, 
a little bit .of meat took like 
a tot. I added a toaster." 


.-MAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold aid Bob Lee 


Unscramble Utese four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
fourortflnary Words. 


WEJEL 





ZAREC 




DIPTIE 


RENARB 


THAT FASHION PLATE 
CONSTITUTED A CKEP/T 
■70 HER HUSBANP, 
BUT ALSO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FORGO APRON DEFACE SALUTE 


Answer Procrastination is a bad habit that should be 
this — PUT OFF 


THE Daily Crossword by Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
i Fjord chy 
5 Fake 

9 Religious titles 

14 Serb or Croat 

15 "Damn 
Yankees" 
character 

16 Reluctant 

17 Own 

18 -the Red 

19 Blood vessel 

20 Start ot a quip 

23 OUvs tjrancfi 
carrier 

24 Zodiac sign 

25 "He that 
rofleth — ..." 
(Bible) 

28 Musical note 
30 Gen. Bradley 

34 Performing 

35 Narrow groove 
37 1 love: LaL 

38 More of quip 

41 Rest 

42 Rshhook 

connector 

43 Cbauffaured 

44 A Waller 

46 Wrath 

47 Like stadium 
seating . 

48 Wee one 

’ 50 Kitier whale 
51 End o( quip 
! 59 Teeming 
60 Huge land mass 
6 t Unimaginative 

62 Canale 

63 Sense 

64 New Haven 
school 

65 Happening 

66 Seamen 

67 Br. gun 



«i»r Tntxme Moon Sanriom me 
« Agra Rmwvm 


DOWN 

1 Gov. safety org. 

2 Smelting 
residue 

3 Pelee pouring 
. 4 Exaggerated 

5 Encasement 

6 Lena 
' 7Et — 

8 Unknown guys 


9 Winged 

10 Bawl 

11 Cay on cne 
Adriatic 

12 Env. abbr. 

13 Rug type 

21 Steep ravines 

22 Exhausted 
25 Nazi name 
2S Buig. Crty 

27 Lama's home 

28 Class 

29 Spoken 
31 Important 
33 Get — on* 

(Hurry! 

33 Like a judge 

35 Pun or tun end 

36 Devoted fan 

39 Merge 

40 Passages 
45 Director 

SpWberg 

47 Tribulations 52 Nor. king 

49 Not concealed 53 Ready to pick 

50 Wickerwork tree 54 Huck Finn's 

51 Kismet craft 


yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


annR aanns 
onnn nanon 
nonn nnnniQ 
nnmnnn Hmnnr 

nnHGcjonnn nr 
ninn nnnn nor 
nmniH onnnira s 
□onnnH amrao 
BmnnB nHnmiK 

eonnanna s^ir 
Bnma Bnono c 

innn 

jnnn 

i 

irson 

innn 

30BR 

Bmo 

3U1BB 

4 

innci 

Turan 

ranao nraanni r 

JBaci 


55 in a muddfe 

56 QED word 

57 Irritate 

58 Perfect garden 
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Weekly F.X. Market Summary 
(June 3- June 7, 1991) 

THE U.S. dollar traded wi thin narrow margins during ny>s t of 
last week's trading sessions, as the market awaited the release of 
U.5. employment figures for May. It dropped to its lowest levels 
Tuesday, bat then rose gradually until Friday, when it rallied 
sharply in New York after the release of better t*»m expected 
employment rfeti t- 

Tbe dollar dosed marginally higher Monday, reaching its 
highest levels (hiring early New York trading boms, after news 
that the National Association of Purchasing Management’s 
index rose to (45.4%) in May. compared to (42.1%) in April. It 
received a further lift from a (0.8%) rise in April construction 
spendin g in the U.S.. But fear of central bank intervention 
capped the dollar’s rise, giving way to profit taking, and ending 
the dollar’s rally. 

The dollar fefl further Tuesday as dealers continued to 
liquidate long dollar positions for fear of centra! bank interven- 
tion. A brief dollar rally took place in New York after U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady was reported as saying that 
be was satisfied with the dollar’s current levels. The comments 
indi c a te d to the market chat the Bush administration may 
tolerate higher dollar levels. But the dollar's failure to breach 
.resistance at (1.7550) marks later that day, caused a new wave of 
profit taking. The dollar thus dosed at its lowest levels for the 
week at (1.7445/55) marks, (138.80/85) yen and at (1.6990/00 
dollars to the sterling pound. 

The dollar rallied again Wednesday, after comments from 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Board Chairman Alan Greenspan at a 
monetary conference in Osaka, Japan. The Fed chairman was 
reported to have said that “the probability of a stronger riv»n 
expected (U.S. economic) recovery is rising slightly.” The dollar 
rose strongly after these comments, but failure to breach 
resistance at (1.7550) marks for the second day in a row caused 
yet another round of profit-taking. The dollar dosed slightly 
higher in New York, compared to its dosing levels the previous 
day, however. 

The Wednesday rally continued on Thursday, as dealers took 
long dollar positions in anticipation of the release of U.S. 
employment figures for May the next day. The market 
anticipated a drop of (89000) in noo-fann payrolls, while 
observers maintained that as long as unemployment remained 
below (7%), the data would be interpreted as positive for the 
dollar. 

Friday witnessed a strong dollar rally, as bullish sentiment 
about the direction of the U.S. economy was reinforced by 
better than expected U.S. employment data for May. Non-farm 
payrolls did not decrease, but rather increased by (59000), while 
the unemployment rate rose to (6.9%), from (6.6%) in April. 
The data was seen by the market as farther confirmation that 
tile U.S. economy is on its way towards recovery, in view of the. 
release of several positive economic indicators in the past two 
weeks. Accordingly, the dollar closed at its highest levels for the 
week at (1.771505) marks, (140.42/52) yen and at (1.6705/25) 
dollars to the sterling pound. 

The dollar is expected to rise farther in the week ahead. Some 
dealers mantaiiwH that after finally breaching r esistance at 
(1.76) marks and (140) yea, the U.S. currency could go as hi gh 
as (1.80) marks and (142) yen, if the central b anks fail to 
intervene again next week. . 

York Closing Rates for Major Cnrranctas Against the 
OJ£. Dollar 


Currency 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc ' 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


31/5/1991 

Close 


1.6975 


177425 


7.4855 


5.9075 


738.35 


7/6/1991 

Close 


1.6710 


1.7720 


7.5782 


6.0020 


140.47 


Percent 

Change 


- 7.561 


- 7.665 


- 2.751 


- 7.57 i 


- 7.57? 


ISO Ptr STC 

Euro-Currency I n t e rest Rates' 


Currency 


U.S. DoHar 


Sterhng Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


31/5/1991 


Mofllh l % P I I- Year |%J 


5.87 


11.43 


8.75 


7.87 


9.25 


7.81 


6.43 


10.93 


9.00 


7 .68 


9.18 


7.31 


7/6/1991 


l-Moalh (%l 1-Year i%) 


6.00 


77 .50 


8.87 


8.72 


9.56 


7.81 


6.87 


10.81 


9.00 


7.81 


9.43 


7.31 


I Birr Kink hid ralr* liir amnuM* cwndim: l -V Hollars I.MW.iMIU or equivalent 

(Central Bank of JoMan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Deter 9/6/7997 


Currency 


ILS. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Cinema 



Bid 


.684 


1.1418 


.3854 


.4500 


.1138 


.4869 


.3423 


.1076 


.0520 


.01874 


Offer 


.686 


7.7475 


.3875 


.4523 


.1144 


.4893 


.3440 


.1081 


.0523 


.01883 


Soviet economist predicts 
economic collapse without a 
free market system 


LONDON (R) — The Soviet 
Union faces economic collapse 
unless it escapes from the grip of 
old ideologies and embraces a 
free market system. President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s former eco- 
nomic adviser has said in a news- 
paper article. 

“If we do not come to our 
senses, if we do not end this 
pagan dance, then economic col- 
lapse will be inevitable,” Mr. 
Stanislav ShataJin wrote in Bri- 
tain's Independent newspaper. 

As President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev appealed for Western aid 
to prop up the Soviet economy. 
Mr. Shatalin argued there could 
be no free market within a com- 
munist perspective. 

He accused the Soviet govern- 
ment of “fiscal theft” on raising 
retail prices and said the counUy 
could not hope to attract foreign 
investment before achieving poli- 
tical stability. 

“The economy, as a working 
entity, simply does not exist.” 
wrote Mr. Shatalin. author of the 
so-called 500-day programme for 
market reform which was com- 
missioned by President Gor- 
bachev but dropped at the end of 


lust year. 

He said the Soviet economy 
was "ideologically bankrupt. ” 

Even by official figures, nation- 
al income fell 12 per cent in the 
first quarter of 1991. There was 
no consumer market “Except the 
black market. Barter reigns.” Mr. 
Shatalin wrote. 

“We need to construct a real 
infrastructure for the market, in 
land, housing, labour and proper- 
ly. Without such change — and of 
course without political stability 
— it would be foolish to excpeci 
Western capital to become less 
cautious.” he noted. 

Currency reform had rendered 
the rouble worthless and shat- 
tered confidence. 

President Gorbachev is trying 
to forge compromises wilh the 
Soviet republics, including Russia 
led by radical Boris Yeltsin, on 
market-based economic reforms 
and a decentralised federation. 

Mr. Shatalin said the govern- 
ment's anti-crisis economic res- 
cue plan adopted earlier this year 
after the 500-day programme was 
rejected, “was clearly not up to 
the task." 

He said President Gorbachev's 



Stanislav Shatalin 

approach of a new union with the 
republics was the best way for- 
ward. 

“We need not just a coalition 
government, but one that would 
have the trust of different ethnic 
groups.” Mr. Shatalin said. 

President Gorbachev will 
attend next month's Group of 
Seven (G7) economic summit in 
London tn his search for aid. 

But several Western leaders 
have called for aid to be tied to 
guarantees that free market re- 
forms wilt be carried through, 
adding that they were unwilling 
to subsidise the current system. 

in a speech in Oslo Wednesday 
President Gorbachev vowed to 
pursue democratic reforms but 
said the Soviet Union would not 
let Western nations try to force it 
to copy their systems. 


Greek austerity measures to cut 
inflation and lower deficits 


ATHENS (R) — Greek inflation 
fell in May and the country's 
current account deficit narrowed 
sharply in April, according to 
figures which suggested tough 
government austerity measures 
were starting to show results. 

Provisional figures published 
by the Bank of Greece showed 
the month-on- month deficit fell 
to S171 million in April from $728 
million in March and $544.3 mil- 
lion a year earlier. 

Inflation was also lower, with 
the year-on-year consumer price* 
index at 18.4 per cent in May 
compared with 21.5 per cent in 
April. 

Greece has the European 
Community’s highest inflation 
rate, but aims to get it below 17 
per cent by the end of the year. 


“The drop is within govern- 
ment forecasts,” a government 
spokesman said. 

Greece is nearly half-way 
through an unpopular three-year 
austerity programme imposed by 
the ruling conservatives after they 
came to power in April 1990. 
Taxes and prices have risen. 

Bank sources said the marked 
improvement in the balance of 
payments was due to an increase 
in European Community trans- 
fers and emigrant remittances. 

It was also helped by the first 
drop in the trade deficit three 
years. 

While year-on-year imports 
rose only by 2.2 per cent in April, 
exports were up by 23.1 per cent. 
Invisible receipts rose by 38.8 per 


cent, including a 36.4 per cent 
rise in EC transfers. 

The improvement in balance of 
payments suggested that Greece's 
annual deficit might stay below $3 
billion in 1991 against $3.59 bil- 
lion in 1990. bank sources said. 

Improving deficits and inflation 
were some of the conditions im- 
posed by the EC before granting 
Greece a 2.2 billion ECU ($3 
billion) balance of payments loan 
in January. 

“The recent EC loan... averted 
a balance of payments crisis,” 
Bank of Greece Governor Dimit- 
ris Halilrias said in his annual 
report in April. 

He urged the government to 
sustain its policies and create a 
climate favourable to investment 
and trade. 


Turkey to 
sell Soviets 
1.7m tonnes 
of food 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey has 
signed a $216 million agreement 
with the Soviet Union to export 
1.75 million tonnes of grain, flour 
and macroni, officials have said. 

“The amount is one of the 
biggest in Turkey’s crop ex- 
ports,” a senior agricultural offi- 
cial said. 

The deal is backed by Turkish 
Exixnbank loans. 

Eximbank officials said the 
bank was about to release an 
urgent loan for $18 million. 
Terms for the remaining $200 
million were still being negoti- 
ated. 

The 1,080,000 tonnes of wheat, 
300,000 tonnes of barley. 352,500 
tonnes of wheat floor and 20.000 
tonnes of macroni, 'MU be deli- 
vered in stages up to the end of 
the year. 

The Soviet Union has been 
s u f ferin g severe! food shortages, 
caused in part by a poor distribu- 
tion system — most produce is 
left to rot in warehouses. It is 
harvesting a bomber crop of grain 
tins year. 

Turkish-Soviet trade rose to 
$1.78 billion in 1990 from $1.3 
bflfion tiae previous year. Turkey 
extended $950 million of export 
and investment credits to the 
Soviet Union last year. 


U.S., World Bank call 
truce in battle over 
private sector 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States and the World Bank 
have called a truce in their bitter 
battle over promoting private 
enterprise in the developing 
world, officials have said. 

The truce, in which both sides 
gave ground, should pave the way 
for a capital increase of about $1 
billion for the International Fi- 
nance Corp (IFC), a World Bank 
affiliate. 

“There’s been some give and 
take,” said one U.S. official, who 
asked not to be identified. 

U.S. officials said the bank 
agreed to a set of measures de- 
signed to ensure that private sec- 
tor development plays a key role 
in aid programmes. 

Washington had accused the 
bank of focusing too much on 
helping Third World govern- 
ments and state-owned com- 
panies and not enough on helping 
private business. 

” The measures agreed on in- 
clude studies of the role of private 
sectors in developing countries 
and the adoption of a strategy by 
the World Bank and the IFC to 
enhance that role, U.S. officials 
said. 

The bank also agreed to orga- 
nisational changes to spur private 
enterprise in the Third World, 


such as hiring people from the 
private sector to promote private 
business, the officials said. 

But U.S. officials conceded 
that Washington did not get all 
that it sought. 

The United States had wanted 
a promise from the World Bank 
to devote at least half its lending 
to promoting the private sector in 
the developing world. 

However, die two sides did 
agree on a way to measure 
whether a loan promotes private 
sector development, effectively 
establishing a criteria to deter- 
mine if the credit should proceed. 

The agreement means that the 
IFC should be able to win a 
capital increase next month, 
although it is likely to be slightly 
smaller than the $1.3 billion it 
was originally seeking. 

The United States had held up 
approval of the capital increase in 
order to prod the World Bank to 
agree to its private sector propos- 
als. 

“We’re willing to go forward,” 
said a U.S. official, indicating 
that the United States was now 
ready to join other industrial 
nations in contributing to the 
capital increase. 


Saudi wheat exports may 
rise because of Gulf crisis 


RIYADH (R) — The effects of 
the Gulf crisis may help Saudi 

Arabia boost its wheat exports 
this year to well over two million 
tonnes, economists said. 

Saudi Arabia, already the 
world's suxth biggest wheat ex- 
porter due to the government’s 
10-year drive for food self- 
sufficiency. has been selling 
around 1.9 million tonnes of its 
1990 harvest of 3.6 million ton- 
nes, they said. 

However, the government is 
still locked into supporting its 
wheat fanners with huge sub- 
sidies that makes Saudi grain 
absurdly uncompetitive at world 
prices. 

Faced with Targe Gulf war costs 
but unable to cm its subsidies to 
farmers much further without 
risking discontent in the pro- 
vinces. the kingdom seems set to 
sustain its current output and 
export levels, the economists 
said. 

The extra few hundred 
thousand tonnes of surplus wheat 
this year could come from a drop 
in domestic consumption, and 
port disruption during the crisis, 
they said. 

After Iraq invaded Kuwait last 
August, an estimated 300,000 
Kuwaitis Bed to Saudi Arabia. In 
the ensuing months more than 
500,000 foreign troops arrived to 
fight in the alliance that drove 
Iraq from the emirate in Febru- 
ary. 

But 750.000 Yemenis left the 
kingdom after its political ties 
with Sanaa soured due to Ye- 
men’s public sympathy for Iraq. 
The Yemeni migrant workers 


would have been much higher per 
capita consumers of bread in their 
staple diet. 

Delays and disruptions at Saudi 
ports as the multinational forces 
arrived has also held up an un- 
known amount of Saudi grain 
which remains for export from 
last year, they added. 

The crisis did not affect domes- 
tic farmers’ planting plans, and 
may even have encouraged them 
to plant more, agricultural ex- 
perts in the kingdom said. 

Because of Iraq’s attack on 
Kuwait and the uncertain politic- 
al situation, the government paid 
the subsidy to farmers early last 
year, they said. As it became 
apparent Iraq was not going to 
attack Saudi Arabia the fanners, 
who farm areas well away from 
the borders, bought more seed 
with the subsidy money. 

No official estimates were 
available on the 1991 harvest. 

The cost of Saudi wheat pro- 
duction has dropped dramatically 
since the early days of the self- 
sufficiency drive when it was ab- 
out $1 .100 per tonne. It now costs 
$400 to S500 a tonne under a 
two-tier system favouring smaller 
producers. 

This is still about three times 
the price of world market wheat 
of around $125 to $135 per tonne. 

The government therefore 
loses twice, once in the subsidy, 
and once for the opportunity lost 
by not importing wheat at pre- 
vailing world prices. 

However, the subsidy cost is 
offset by the political benefits of 
sustaining large number of 
nationals in gainful employment 


and profitable businesses in the 
agricultural sector, the econom- 
ists said. 

“It’s just like farm subsidies 
anywhere, once you start, it’s 
very hard to stop," said one 
agricultural expen. 

But opinion is split over the 
future of sustaining this large 
wheat acreage in a country which 
is mainly desen. Water re- 
sources, and the problems of 
increasing salinity by irrigating 
the sandy soils, cast a large sha- 
dow over the Saudi farm sector. 

“From all I see, Td say there is 
going to be a major water shor- 
tage in the next five to six years,” 
said a diplomatic economist in the 
kingdom. 

Others believe there is plenty 
*6f water but that, like oil, it 
becomes less economic to extract 
the deeper it lies. 

In watershed areas in the 
mountains of central and western 
Saudi Arabia, water still flows 
from depths of under 20 metres. 
But near Riyadh farmers have to 
go down 1,500 metres for water. 

The self-sufficiency policy, 
however, continues and is in its 
second stage. The kingdom still 
requires barley imports to feed 
livestock, which have outgrown 
domestic barley output of around 
3SG.Q00 tonnes a year. But it is 
self-sufficient in eggs, and nearly 
so in poultry, the economists 
said. 

This is not good news for fore- 
ign food exporters. “As they be- 
come self-sufficient.. .trade cur- 
tains come down as domestic 
farmers are protected," said a 
visiting Australian businessman. 


Nearly 500,000 jobs 
in eastern Germany 
to go later this month 


BERLIN (R) — East Germany’s 
Treuhand privatisation agency 
said nearly half a million workers 
in the former communist state’s 
overmanned industry mil become 
unemployed this mouth when a 
job protection agreement ex- 
pires. 

Treuhand board member Mr. 
Alexander Koch told the Hand- 
elsblatt business daily that 

450.000 would lose their jobs on 
June 30, with another 600,000 
becoming unemployed by 1992. 

Mr. Koch said half of the 2.8 
million workers in Treuhand in- 
dustries will have lost their jobs 
by 1992. The agency dismissed 

360.000 in the first three months 
of this year. 

East German industry, once a 
showpiece of the former com- 
munist bloc, has crumbled since 
the overnight introduction in July 
1990 of West Germany’s market 
economy. 

An immediate collapse in the 


east’s labour market was pre- 
vented by unions and employers 
agreeing to a one year job protec- 
tion deal and by the introduction 
of state short time schemes, 
which pay workers to do virtually 
nothing. 

Mr. Koch said the gradual ex- 
piry of short time scheme was 
staggering the surge in unemploy- 
ment in eastern Germany, where 
one in three is already on jobless 
benefit or short time. Economists 
forecast 50 per cent joblessness 
by 1992. 

New service industries, neg- 
lected under communism, have 
created around one million jobs. 

But Mr. Koch said unemploy- 
ment was also kept down by up to 
500,000 east Germans working in 
the more affluent west. 

A poll published by the DGB 
union federation said 52 per cent 
of east Germans feared becoming 
unemployed. 


Polish government 
wants speedy reforms 


WARSAW. Poland (AP) — 
Nineteen months into an ambi- 
tious economic reform plan, Po- 
land has unveiled a mid-course 
correction designed to put half of 
the economy in private hands 
within a year. 

The plan to sell off hundreds of 
state-owned industries and 
businesses is outlined in a report 
that calls for accelerating the 
transformation to a free market 
economy. 

It calls for the exercise of gov- 
ernment Flat to implement the 
plan. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Jan Krzysztof Bielecki 
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To all diplomatic missions and 
international organisations 

An accurate translation of the National Charter 
with portfolio information on the National Charter 
committee members is available at "Publica- 
tions of Dar Al-Orouba" 

For further details, please contact 
telephone 692784 



INTENSIVE COURSE IN 

MODERN STANDARD ARABIC 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in Modem 
Standard Arabic for speakers of other languages will 
commence on June 29, and will last for 8 weeks. 
The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday- 
Wednesday. 

Those interested please call at the Language' 
Centre for registration. 


has said that in addition to de- 
liberate, step-by-step public 
offerings of some state companies 
conducted so far, a radical accel- 
eration is needed. 

“The government is launching 
an economic offensive... a ‘jump 
into capitalism,"’ wrote the Polish 
daily Gazeta Wyborcza. 

“The most important goal — it 
seems to be the government’s 
creed — is to make various forms 
of private ownership outweigh 
state property as soon as possi- 
ble,” the commentary said. 

In a radical programme prom- 
oted by Finance Minister Leszek 
Baicerowicz, Poland on Jan. 1, 
1990, freed prices, arrested 
wages, cut back subsidies, made 
the currency convertible and ex- 
posed domestic producers to 
foreign competition. 


IEA sees 
world oil 
demand up 
1.7% yearly 


PARIS (AP) — Global demand 
for crude oil is expected to rise an 
average 1.7 per cent annually 
through the year 2005, while de- 
mand among the members of the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) alone is seen advancing 
only 0.6 per cent a year, accord- 
ing to the International Energy 
Agency (IEA). 

The figures were included in a 
combined review of IEA mem- 
bers’ energy policies and long- 
term outlook on market condi- 
tions. 

The outlook, covering the 
period 1989-2005, assumes the 
price of oil will average about $21 
a barrel through 1992, then rise 
gradually to $35 a barrel 2005. 
The agency downplayed the Gulf 
war as a factor, noting that “most 
indications are that, as far as oil 
prices are concerned, the impact 
of recent events is likely to prove 
short-lived.” 

Rising oil demand will focus on 
the transport and petrochemical 
sectors, the agency report said. 
Transport demand will grow an 
estimated two per cent a year on 
average until 1995, then about 1.1 
per cent for the following decade, 
it said. Petrochemical oil demand 
is seen rising an average 0.9 per 
cent a year to 2005. 

On the production side, OECD 
oil output is seen falling about 3.5 
million barrels a day between 
1990-2005 to 12.2 million barrels 
a day, while Middle East produc- 
tion is expected to nearly double 
to 32.3 million barrels a day. 

Production of non-Middle East- 
developing countries is seen rising 
about 7.0 million barrels a day to' 
27.4 million barrels a day. 

OECD imports are expected to 
be 7.6 million tons higher in 2005 
than they were in 1989. On a 
percentage basis, OECD depend- 
ence on imports is projected to 
rise to 59 to 70 per cent by 2005. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe 3-bedroom apartment in Dahiet Al Rasheed. Street 
level, independent entrance, separate central heating and 
telephone. Owner's personal modern furniture in excellent 
conditions. Available August. 

Please call Dr. Owels 603126 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, spacious salons, three 
bathrooms, two glassed-in verandas. 

Location: Shmeisani, Tyche Hotel street. 

Annual rent: JD 8,000 

Please call tel. 668080 


'DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT' 

G round floor, garden, separate entrance and terrace. Consisting 
of two master bedrooms, an additional bedroom, salon, parlour, 
deluxe furniture, with all electric appliances. 

Location: Southern Um Uthaina, Samirra'a Street, beside the 
Arab Bureau for Narcotic Control. 

Annual rent. 

Tel. 812440, 814462 
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Hurd says no help for 
Moscow at G7 summit 



HALLE. Germany (R) — British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd, 
dampening German hopes, said 
Sunday the Soviet Union would 
not receive any pledge of aid 
from next month's London 
Group of Seven (G7) economic 

s ummi t 

After talks with Foreign Minis- 
ter Hans- Dietrich Genschcr in his 
East German hometown, Hurd 
told a joint news conference the 
leaders of the United States, 
Japan, Germany, France, Bri- 
tain, Italy and Canada would 
probably meet Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev alongside 
their July 15-17 summit. 

“No one is expecting that from 
that meeting mil come a promise 
of help," be said, adding that the 
seven would discuss Soviet plans 
and needs sympathetically with 
the Kremlin leader. 

Genscher, sitting beside Hurd, 


made no comment on the issue. 

But German government 
sources said Friday Bonn would 
continue lobbying its partners to 
discuss coordinated financial aid 
for Moscow at the G7 summit. 

Commenting on reports that 
aid would not be on the agenda of 
the proposed meeting with Gor- 
bachev, a German official said: 
“If we don’t even want to talk 
about it, then there is no point in 
Gorbachev coming." 

Hurd said what the London 
meeting could achieve was “proc- 
edure, processes and examination 
on a new basis of the plans and 
need for help of the Soviet Un- 
ion.” 

Senior Kremlin aide Yevgeny 
Primakov said in an interview 
published Thursday that Gor- 
bachev would be seeking finan- 
cial support for specific moves to 
a market economy but not gener- 


al cash handouts. 

The Soviet leader appealed to 
the West in his Nobel Peace Prize 
address last week to support his 
policy of "perestroika" (restruc- 
turing). warning that peace could 
otherwise be endangered. 

Genscher referred to a letter 
from Soviet Foreign Minister 
Alexander Bessmertnykh calling 
for a political reshaping of a 
united Europe to be considered 
at this month’s Berlin foreign 
ministers’ session of the 34-nation 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 

He said he and Hurd found 
"many points of agreement, also 
in the aims" between the West 
and the Soviet Union. 

The Berlin meeting should 
adopt a crisis-resolution mechan- 
ism that would strengthen the 
conflict-prevention centre cre- 
ated bv a CSCE summit Fn Paris 



Douglas Hurd 
last November. 

Britain has proposed the crea- 
tion of a team of mediators who 
could be called in by both rides to 
an inter-state dispute or by a 
member-state to help resolve in- 
ternal conflicts. 

Hurd and Genscher said they 
also agreed on the need to 
appoint a special U.N. official to 
coordinate relief operations and 
deal more quickly and effectively 
with disasters. 


Major seeks German help 
toward EC compromise 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major, in deep 
political trouble at home, met 
Germany’s Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl Sunday hoping to ease 
concern that Britain could be 
pushed further than it wants to- 
ward European economic union. 

Major, who met Kohl at his 
official country Home of Che- 
quers outride London for infor- 
mal talks and lunch, was hoping 
to build on the good relationship 
he has already created with the 
European Community's (EC) most 
powerful leader. 

British officials said their main 
concerns were progress toward 
union among the 12 EC membeis 
and how io handle the presence 
of Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev during next month’s G7 
summit of leading industrial pow- 
ers in London. 

The Major-Kohl alliance is 
seen by government officials as 
an important element in the gov- 
ernment’s campaign, partly for 
domestic political reasons, to halt 
the movement within the EC for 
a timetable for political and 
monetary union. 

One senior official, asked 
whether Britain was heading for 
farther isolation from its part- 
ners, said last week in a reference 
to Kohl: “We have some big 
friends in Europe.” 

EC leaders meet in Luxero- 



John M^jor 


bourg at the end of this month. 

Britain wants that summit just 
to take stock of progress in inter- 
governmental talks on monetary 
and political union. Others want 
to set clear guidelines to help the 
talks progress. 

Although Major has improved 
Britain's position in the EC by 
adopting a conciliatory tone in 
contrast to the aggressiveness of 
his predecessor Margaret Thatch- 
er, his key problem remains. 

His Conservative Party is split, 
with Thatcher and grassroots 
activists portraying each move 
toward closer integration as a 
betrayal of sovereignty. But 
many business executives see the 
only future within Europe. 


Germany, once clearly aligned 
with France in seeking early 
European union, has drifted to- 
ward the more cautious camp, 
saying the 1994 deadline for start- 
ing the move toward a common 
currency might be too early. 

On Tuesday Germany pre- 
sented a draft treaty on a single 
currency which both France and 
European Commission President 
Jacques Delors criticised as de- 
parting from an agreed plan to 
achieve monetary union in three 
stages. 

Both Germany and Britain 
agree there should be closer con- 
vergence of economic perform- 
ance of ail members before fall 
monetary union, including a sing- 
le EC currency, is contemplated. 

Major and Kohl were due to 
explore possible compromises, 
including a plan by Delors for 
Britain to be allowed to accept 
treaty changes that would allow a 
single currency. Britain would be 
allowed to sign up for the change 
later. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe, the pro- 
European former chancellor and 
foreign secretary, suggested last 
week Germany could opt for 
currency union with the econo- 
mies of northern Europe instead 
of full EMU, "leaving out south- 
ern European countries (for eco- 
nomic reasons) as well as the 
U.K. (for political reasons)." 


China willing to ease ‘diplomatic 
offensive against Taiwan 


TAIPEI (R) — China is willing to 
ease its diplomatic offensive 
against Taiwan if the island 
agrees to discuss reunification 
with the mainland, and influential 
legislator of Taipei's ruling 
National^ Party said Sunday. 

Lin Yu-Siang, who returned 
from a private visit to Beijing last 
week, told reporters that Chinese 
officials had indicated they might 
stop blocking Taiwan’s efforts to 
join international bodies such as 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


“The issue of Taiwan’s interna- 
tional status can be resolved 
through talks," Lin quoted Sun 
Xiaoyn, deputy director of the 
Taiwan Affairs Office of China’s 
State Council, as saying. 

"Nothing will come of it if we 
merely continue to shout prop- 
aganda at each other,” Sun was 


quoted as saying. 

Beijing's communist rulers 
have sought to isolate Taipei 
since they drove the nationalists 
from power on the mainland in 
1949. 

China regularly protests to 
countries that expand links with 
the island. Twenty-eight states 
now recognise Taipei. 

Beijing's official press kept up 
a stream of criticism of Taiwan 
last week, accusing the National- 
ists of stalling on unification and 
providing opportunities for prop- 
onents of Taiwan independence. 

On Friday, China offered to 
send a delegation to Taiwan for 
unification talks between the 
Nationalist and Communist par- 
ties. 

Taiwan reacted cautiously to 
the proposal. Government 
spokesman Shaw Yu-Ming said it 
contained nothing new. adding 


that there would be no hope of 
progress in bilateral relations un- 
til Beijing halted its diplomatic 
offensive. 


On Saturday, Beijing renewed 
its threat to take Taiwan by milit- 
ary force, saying the unification 
of die island with China was an 
important goal of this decade. 

"We stress the use of peaceful 
methods to reunify the country. 
However, we trill not promise to 
abandon the military option,” the 
People’s Daily quoted a leading 
official of the Taiwan Affairs 
Office in Beijing as saying. 


Last month, Taiwan took what 
it described as a major step to- 
wards reconciliation with Beijing 
by repealing a 1948 emergency 
decree that symbolised the 
Nationalists’ determination to 
crush Communist rule on the 
mainland. 


De Klerk says winds of change 
again blowing across Africa 


NAIROBI (R) — South African 
President F.W. De Klerk ended 
an historic two-day visit to Kenya 
Sunday — the first by a South 
African government leader — 
and spoke of a new wind of 
change blowing across Africa. 

In this critical time in Africa, 
only countries like Kenya and 
South Africa had the power, 
energy and initiative to rescue the 
continent, be said at a state ban- 
quet given Saturday night by Ke- 
nyan President Daniel Arap Men. 

On Sunday, De Klerk travelled 
300 kilometres northwest to 
Eldoret to attend morning service 
at a efanreb built in the 1950s by 
Afrikaner fanners then living in 
the area. He met the handful of 
. Afrikaners who still live and farm 
there. 

He also flew to Nanyuki, on 
the Equator, for lunch at the 
luxurious Mount Kenya Safari 
Club, which faces the 5,199- 
metre snow-capped peak of 
Mount Kenya. 

"The Equator is no longer the 
dividing line of Africa for us,” he 
commented, in what was inter- 


preted as a forecast of more trips 
soon to other black African coun- 
tries. 

Back in Nairobi, De Klerk had 
a final meeting with Moi over tea 
at Nairobi airport before his 
plane left for Johannesburg — a 
flight extended by the need to fly 
east over the Indian Ocean to 
avoid Tanzanian airspace. Tanza- 
nia refuses to allow South African 
aircraft to fly over its territory. 

Speaking at the state banquet, 
De Klerk told Moi and other 
guests that South Africa had 
embarked on a process which 
Kenya had accomplished many 
years ago — the reconciliation of 
all its races. 

But, be said, the winds of 
change were blowing across Afri- 
ca and soon there would be total 
democracy in South Africa, with 
fairness and justice for all. 

He assured Moi that all his 
country's diverse communities 
would be accommodated, and 
their energies channelled to the 
development of the new South 
Africa. 

Kenya and South Africa, 


he 


said, were islands capable of res- 
cuing the continent. 

The Kenya News Agency quoted 
Moi as commending De Klerk's 
"bold decision of initiating a pro- 
cess of dismantling apartheid in 
South Africa.” 

This, be said, had given hope 
to ail those who cherished racial 
harmony. 

On Sunday morning the Im- 
manuel Church in Eldoret, centre 
of a big fanning area, was 
crowded with worshippers, with 
hundreds standing outside as De 
Klerk, his foreign minister Pik 
Botha, and other members of his 
party arrived. 

Pieter De Wet, a Dutch re- 
formed church missionary, who 
had travelled from South Africa 
with De Klerk, said a prayer in 
Afrikaans — which local worship- 
pers said was the first time the 
la ng ua g e had been used there 
since 1967. 

After the service, De Klerk 
commented: “It made a great 
impression on me that people still 
speak Afrikaans this far north in 
Africa.” 






Sabotage 
suspected 
in Pakistan 
train crash 


GHOTKI, Pakistan (Rl — 
Sabotage may have caused a train 
crash in the troubled southern 
Pakistani province of Sind that 
killed at least 55 people and 
injured more than ISO, officials 
said. 


Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
suspended a top railway official 
and ordered a speedy inquiry 
after visiting the crash site at 
Ghotki, 320 kilometres north of 
Karachi where an express 
ploughed into the back of a 
parked freight train Saturday. 

Jam Sadiq Ali, chief ministerof 
Sind province, told him the crash 
was caused by “some subversive 
activity." Several other officials 
at the crash site said openly that 
sabotage was the cause. 


Railways Minister Mir Hazar 
Khan Bijrani said sabotage could 
not be ruled out, a statement 
repeated in parliament in Islama- 
bad by the minister of state for 
law, Amir Hussain. 

Sind has been plagued for years 
by ethnic and political violence 
and banditry for kidnappings for 
ransom. 


Philippine volcano explodes^ 
threatens U.S. air 


BOTOLAN, Philippines (R) — 
A Philippine volcano exploded 
Sunday threatening one of the 
largest U.S. military bases in 
Asia, but a U.S. spokesman said 
there was no danger a hail of ash 
and lava could damage weapons 
there. 


A U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Manila declined to say whether 
nuclear weapons were stationed 
at Clark Air Base, dose to the 
long-dormant Mount Pinatubo. 

But he said “no weapons sys- 
tems are threatened at Clark.” 
All military personnel were re- 
called to the base north of Man- 
ila. U.S. offidals ordered depen- 
dants to rehearse evacuation 
ready for a possible transfer to 
the Subic Bay naval dockyard 50 
kilometres to the southwest. 

“We’re going to continue 
watching it through the night ... 
we want everyone to be ready in 
case we have to (evacuate),” 
U.S. Air Base Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ron Rand said in a 
broadcast over local American 
Forces Television. 


More than 40,000 American 
servicemen and their dependants 
live at Clark and at Subic Bay, 
the largest U.S. bases in Asia. 

"Unfortunately, this is just the 
beginning ... stronger and bigger 
eruptions are still possible, " Phi- 
lippine volcanology chief 
Raymundo Punongbavan said in 
a radio interview. 


U.S. and Philippine officials 
say the eruption of Pinatubo took 
place on the northwest flank of 
the mountain away from the air 
base. Bat they are concerned a 
bigger blast may send lava and 
mud speeding its way. 

Mount Pinatubo, in the moun- 
tainous Zambales region some 90 


kilometres northwest of Manila, 
exploded Sunday afternoon send- 
ing plumes of ash and smoke into 
the sky and rivets of red-hot lava 
and mud cascading down its 
flanks. 

Pinatubo, dormant for 600 
years, was the second volcano 
along the Pacific "rim of fire” to 
explode in the past week. 

In Japan, Mount Unzen 
erupted last Monday, killing 38 
people on Kyushu Island around 

1.000 kilometres southwest of 
Tokyo. 

Pressure was reported building 
made the volcano again Sunday 
after it vented a torrent of lava, 
gas and debris overnight which 
engulfed the outskirts of a resort 
town. 

At Pinatubo, the volcano 
ejected a towering ash cloud eight 
kilometres high, with winds 
spreading it over a 100 kilometres 
area and carrying it as far as the 
South China Sea. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties as almost 

15.000 people, mostly from the 
Aeta tribe, have fled 20 villages 
wi thin a 20-kilometre radius of 
the volcano. Gvil defence offi- 
cials said most of the tribe had 
been evacuated. 

Because of heavy ash in the 
sky, flights out of the U.S. air 
base may have to be rescheduled, 
a spokesman at Clark said. 

Clark is headquarters of the 
13th air force. Two squadrons of 
F-4 fighters have been withdrawn 
as part of defence cuts. 

But the base, used to resupply 
forces during the Gulf war. re- 
mains a key U.S. logistics centre 
in the Western Pacific. 


Toshiki Kaifu Sunday visited a 
hot springs resort threatened by 
Unzen volcano as scientists 
warned of another possible catas- 
trophic explosion. 

The volcano exploded again 
Saturday night, spewing a scald- 
ing stream of lava, gases and 
debris which engulfed the out- 
skiitsoftberesorttownofShiina- 
bara in southern Japan. 

No one was repotted killed or 
missing after Saturday night's 
eruption, die biggest tins century, 
at Mount Unzen, about 1,000 
kilometres southwest oF Tokyo 
cm the island of Kyushu. 

Kaifu told evacuees: "The gov- 
ernment will help you out. So' 
please keep up your spirits and 
hang in there." 

Kaifu said he would take mea- 
sures to secure housing for resi- 
dents affected by the volcano. 

About 10,000 people have 
already been evacuated and this 
number could increase, officials 
sard. 


Volcanic hail — small pieces of 
debris — rained down on Stamw- 
bana and its 44,000 residents. 

Shimabara, areas of which are 
just eight kilometres from Mount 
Unzen, narrowly escaped disaster 
Saturday night. The wave of lava 
and gas engulfed and burned 
more than 70 of the 230 homes 
evacuated just the day before as it 
rolled to within two kilometres of 
tile populated coastal strip. 


Kaifa in volcano town 


Japanese Prime Minister 


The torrent almost cut off the 
smaller town of Fukae, with a 
population of 8,500, to the south 
of Shimabara. Two navy warships 
stood by to help with evacuation. 

“There seems to be no danger 
at this moment But our biggest 
worry now is a tidal wave," a 
town official said. 


Bosnia holds emergency 
meeting after Serb incursion 


Bijrani said in a statement that 
electric points and signalling sys- 
tems at Ghotki were highly adv- 
anced and it was “impossible" to 
direct a train onto an occupied 
track. 

The official APP news agency 
quoted Ali as saying the freight 
train occupied the main Ghotki 
track for 40 minutes although it 
should have left 30 minutes be- 
fore the crash. 

Sharif ordered a high-level' in- 
quiry committee to report on the 
crash within three days. It was 
Pakistan's worst train accident 
since January last year when 307 
people were killed and 430 in- 
jured in a similar collision in the 
same area. 

The Ghotki crash occurred 
eight days after an unexplained 
explosion in an army arsenal in 
north west frontier province 
which killed at least IS people 
and wounded more than 60. 


Relief workers at Ghotki said 
they had counted 55 bodies. Doc- 
tors said the toll could rise as the 
condition of about 20 of the 
injured was critical. 

A witness of the crash said: 
“Detached limbs of the dead and 
injured passengers were scattered 
at the site. Several of the des- 
troyed coaches were red with pas- 
sengers’ blood. It was a horrible 
scene.” 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via's central republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina convened an 
emergency defence meeting after 
Serbian militia crossed into its 
territory from neighbouring 
Croatia, Tanjug news agency said 
Sunday. 

It said Bosnian President Alija 
Izecbegovic called a session of the 
republic's defence council Satur- 
day after special forces of the 
self-proclaimed Serbian auton- 
omous region of Krajina in the 
republic of Croatia entered the 
Bosnian town of Titov Drvar. 

Bosnia, which has a mixed 
population of Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats, is caught between the 
main rivals in the Yugoslav crisis, 
Serbia and Croatia. 

Tanjug said a battalion of the 
Krajina militia had staged a one- 
day exercise in Titov Drvar to 
“test combat-readiness. ’’ 

It quoted Krajina militia chief 
MU an Martic as saying other ex- 
ercises would follow. It said he 
claimed the incursion had erased 
the border between Krajina and 


Bosnia. 

Izetbegovic was trying to con- 
tact the federal army to report the 
incident, Tanjug said. 


Krajina, a predominantly - 
Serbian populated enclave in 
southern Croatia, has declared 
independence and unification 
with die largest republic Serbia in 
a revolt against Croatia's moves 
towards independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

The incursion info Bosnia was 
likely to damage an agreement 
reached by the country's six re- 
publics last week to solve their 
inter-ethnic conflicts peacefully. 

Belgrade Radio reported Bos- 
nian police bad detained three 
men, including two Croatian 
policemen, after finding supplies 
of automatic weapons and 
ammunition in their car. 

In recent weeks several ship- 
ments of arms, some destined for 
Serbs and others for Croats, have 
been intercepted by the Bosnian 
police, increasing tensions in the 
republic. 


Pope meets 
Jartizelski 


Population, environmental 
problems plague Vietnam 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Vietnam’s soaring population is 
creating severe unemployment 
and environmental problems, 
official, reports seen Sunday said. 


"permanent redundant work 
force” of 600,000 to 700,000 peo- 
ple. In rural areas, the number of 
unemployed makes up one-third 
of the total work force, the Satnr- 


Describing Vietnam as “a 
hotbed of the population explo- 
sion," the Vietnam News Agency 
said the current population of 
67.5 miUron is expanding at a rate 
of 1.2 million people each year 
and is expected to reach SO mil- 
lion by the year 2000. 

Gting rapid increases in the 
working-age population, the 
agency said Vietnam had a 


day report said. 


Another agency dispatch, 
issued Sunday, described mount- 
ing environmental problems in 
Hanoi, the national capital, 
where the inner dty has swollen 
to 940,000 people compared to 
150,000 in 1954. 

Lack of sanitation, drainage 
and garbage collection in the city 
were cited. 


WARSAW. Poland (AP) — 
Pope John Paul II received a 
familiar figure in dark suit and 
dark glasses Sunday morning as 
be ended a nine-day trip to fas 
native land: Former cmmnumst 
leader Gen. Wojdech JaxuzelskL 

The previously unannounced 
15-minute meeting took place at 8 
a.m. at the Papal Nuncio’s resi- 
dence. 

“The church side and 1 perso- 
nally were interested in bolding 
such a meeting. The rest was 
arranged by the Holy Spirit,” the 
67-year-old Jaruzelski said with a 
chuckle as he emerged and got 
into his private Peugeot, accompa- 
nied by a bodyguard. 

A Vatican spokesman said the 
meeting was allowed because 
Jaruzelski, head of state until De- 
cember, was the one who had 
extended die formal invitation for 
the pontiff to come to Poland. 

Jaruzelski said he and the Pope 
talked about “Polish affairs ... 
world affairs, about hopes and 
worries." 

From an aristocratic famfly., 
Jaruzelski was baptized a Roman 
Catholic and educated in a Jesuit 
seminary before his family was 
deported to the Soviet Union 
during World War II. He 
emerged from the war a young 
communist officer in a Soviet- 
sponsored Polish army. 

The last meeting between John 
Paul and Jaruzelski was an icy 
airport confrontation at the end 
of the pontiff’s last pilgrimage in 
1987. Communist authorities 
were furious at what they saw as 
political interference by John 
Paul, who during the visit had 
urged the faithful not to lose 
“solidarity.” 

Jaruzelski, who imposed mar- 
tial law to crush Solidarity in 1981 
and then yielded to its rebirth and 
assumption of power in 1989, said 
his meeting with the Pope have 
always been good. 


Albanian communists meet to plan for future 


By Jan Kranar 

Reuter 


TIRANA — Albania's Commun- 
ist Party of Labour (PLA), still in 
power but reeling from internal 
conflict and waning support, 
holds the most crucial congress in 
its bistory Monday to plan for an 
uncertain future. 

Reformers see it as chance to 
break with the old party while 
conservatives regard It as an exer- 
cise in damage Limitation. 

The PLA reluctantly loosened 
its Stalinist grip last year, agreed 
to allow opposition parties to 
emerge and embarked on a cau- 
tions path towards urgently- 
needed economic and social re- 
form. 

Instead of reaping gratitude it 
has watched a population fleeing 
in thousands from the "workers’ 
paradise" it had so prondly proc- 
laimed and seen monuments of its 
once-revered leader Enver H ox- 
ha toppled by protesters. 

It stood by helplessly last 
month as 70 per cent of the small 
Balkan country’s workforce went 
oh a crippling general strike that 


last week brought down its gov- 
ernment 

Earlier this week it relin- 
quished absolute power to a 
national unity government that 
will lead the country to early 
elections next May or June under 
an all-party agreement. 

The events of the past months 
have led to a split inside the party 
with reformists calling for 
changes opposed by hardliners 
who blame too-fast reforms for 
the loss of power. 

“The congress will be a unique 
opportunity to break with the old 
party which led the country into 
the drastic state it is in." said 
Leontiev Cud, 39, economics 
minister in the outgoing govern- 
ment and a delegate to the con- 


“By this I mean creation of a 
new party with a new name that 
will be able to meet the demands 
of our current democratic de- 
velopment,” he added. 

Conservatives, while paying lip 
service to the need for party 
reform, appear to be backing a 
policy of damage control and 
blaming most of the failures of 


the past on bureaucratic mistakes 
rather than the bankruptcy of 
totalitarian communism. 

“One cannot judge the events 
of the past from a present point of 
view,” Abdyl Badca, a secretary 
of die PLA central committee, 
said. "We shall have to judge mu- 
past with a view towards the 
. future.” 

The shadow of the late Hoxha, 
who ruled die country for 41 
years and led it into almost total 
isolation, looms over this debate 
on the PLA's past. 

Hundreds of people were ex- 
ecuted, including many associ- 
ates, and thousands sentenced to 
long prison terms. Forced collec- 
tivisation of farmland, economic 
self-reliance and a ban on private 
enterprise almost ruined 
Europe’s poorest state. 

Hoxha's paranoia about inter- 
nal and external enemies can be 
seen in the thousands of concrete 
pillboxes jutting from fields and 
orchards throughout the country. 

“If ah that material and the 
effort to build them were used for- 
bousing then we would not have 
to five in such appalling condi- 


tions," said Gezun Shima, bead 
of Albania’s independent Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions. 

The fate of Hoxha’s successor 
Ramiz Alia, who became presi- 
dent after Hoxha died in 1985, 
also hangs in the balance. 

It was Alia who gradually 
opened Albania to the world and 
overcame resistance within the 
party leadership to allow opposi- 
tion parties and call free elections 
earlier this year. 


But his refusal openly to con- 
demn Hoxha and his recent align- 
ment with party conservatives has 
lost trim support. 

Alia gave up tbe party lead- 
ership after the elections two 
months ago and was elected pres- 
ident by the 250-seat parliament 
to which tbe PLA won a two- 
thirds majority. 

But diplomats in Tirana said 
many party membere were look- 
ing over their shoulders at de- 
velopments in Bulgaria where the 
renamed communists, despite 
also winning the elections las t 
year, have slowly seen their pow- 
er eroding. 
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Police chief V 
suspends himself 


PINELLAS PARK, Florida <R), 
— A chagrined polioe chief said 
Friday he ordered himself on 
suspension after accidentally; 
opening fire ibride the police 
station and shooting fades m bis 
office walls. Dawid Mfichan^ wbo. : 
is m chargeaf. this Central Florida . 
city’s police depart m ent, said he-' 
had recently swhdusd from car- 
tying a revolver to an automatic 
pistol and was unfamiliar withtfeeW 
new weapon. He Loaded tibe pfe- . 
■ tol and forgot to engage the 
safety latch. “I just for got touse 
it The gun -rent riff, it worked ./•' 
Median said. Tbe slag 


an upward angle, and- <&dk'-a6fc 
injure anyone. *Tfon ' wouldn't 
want to know what I said fasti” 
MHchansahL “The second thmg I 
did was to caH in my ' internal 
affairs officer; and my boss,^the 
city manager." Mflchan decided 
to. order hhnsetf bn two days of 
unpaid suspension after he x©- 
membered that was ~ the same 
punishment be gave one of fas 
officers for a sanflar offence. 
MSchan said he also - ordered 
himself to complete a firearms 


training course during the next 
month. , £ • ; 


Shanghai to crack 
down oh dance 
halls, karaoke 


BEIJING (R) — Shanghai is . to . 
crack down cm hostesses working 
in dance halls, beer haOs aad 
karaoke, bars, an afficiaL news- 
paper in China’s largest city said. 
“Attracting business by. having 
hostesses sitting with customers, 
drinking with, clients, 
clients of dm opposite sex or 


strictly prohibited," the Wen Him 
Bao quoted police and licensing 
authorities as saying. Authorities 
will also try to stamp oat gamfr 
ting and therirug trade, said the 
newspaper, received Imre Son-, 
day. - ■ ■ — 


Couple sues 
magazine 
for misusing their 
wedding photo 


MORRISTOWN (ft) — An 
American couple are suing a 
magazine they said ran their wed- 
diqg picture to iUustrate a feature 
on a man leaving his wife for 
another man. Michael and Agnes 
Grieco of Passaic township, New 
Jersey, said they were stunned 
when Woman’s World ran a 
photo from their 2957 wedding 
for die stray. They said the head- 
line in the December 4, 1990 
issue said: “Emily and Lake were 
happily married for almost 30 
years — then be fell in love with a 
man.” A photo caption said: 
“Photo dramatisation with mod- 
els,” and the feature said no real 
names were used in tbe article. 
The Grieco family lawyer said the 
stray had nothing to do with the 
couple, who are happily married 
and never authorised foe use of 
the picture. He is suing for libel 
and invasion of privacy. Damages 
being sought were not specified. 
Woman’s World magazine had no 
immediate comment. It is owned 
by Heinrich Bauer North Amer- 
ica Inc, a part of Gennan-based 
GLP International. 


Cancer drug 
may help 
keep memory 


LONDON (R) — A medicine 
used to relieve nausea in cancer 
patients may also prove a wonder 
drug for older people losing their 
memories, British drugs pant 
Glaxo said Sunday. The firm said 
Ondansetron, now used in cancer 
therapy, had given patients in 
cli n ical trials memory abilities, 
equivalent to when they wore 
from six to eight years youngeir.- 
There have been a number of 
studies ... memory dedine is just " 
one of several possible areas 
where Ondansetron might be 
used,” said Glaxo spokesman’ 
Miles Wilson. Age-associated - 
memocy loss affects between 25 
and 50 per cent of people aged 
over 65. Wilson said there had 
also been studies on the drag’s . 
capability to relieve anxiety and 


help certain addictions. The find:’ 
mgs were reported at a Glaxo- 
sponsored seminar in Florence. 
Glaxo said some 600 patients 
took part in two clinical trials in- 
the United States. Tests on 
around 400 patients in Britain 
also indicated that the drug re-. 
Keves stress without tbe signs of 
dependency that may occur in 
some tranqufiisers. The rfjnifal 
trials are still at an early stage. 
But independent experts ^ 
Ondansetron should also have 
"considerable therapeutic paten-' 
tial’Mn treating alcohol, tobacco,' 
c osin e and opiate addiction as 
well as psychiatric disorders*. - - 






